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Now that the Peppermint Grove Road
Board have withdrawn their objection, I
see no reason why I cannot recommend the
Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 8.28 p.m.
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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-WYNDHAM MEAT
WORKS.

Accountant's Dismissal.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is it a fact that arrangements
have been made for an inquiry into the dis-
missal of H. F. Sanders, accountant at the
Wyndham Meat Works? 2, If so, can he
state when this inquiry will commence?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-BUTTER EXPORT.

Initial London Shipment.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, In regard to his eulogistic refer-
ences to the initial shipment of butter to
London, can he make public the name of the
firm or company which sent this initial ex-
port? 2, What factory or factories is or are
permitted to use the brand "Sunny West"?
8, Was there any special reason for sup-
pressing these data when announcing the
succes of the shipment'

The PREMIER replied: 1, William
Haughtos. & Co. I understand the butter
was supplied by the South-West Co-opera-
tive Dairy Farmers. 2, All factories con-
trolled by the South-West Co-operative
Dairy Farmers. 3, No.

QUESTION-rIRE BRIGADES,
VOLUNTEERS.

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Is he aware that at Northam and
other centres of the State the efforts being
made to extend the use of volunteer firemen
for fire-fighting purposes are causing divi-
sion and controversy in local governmenC
administration? 2, Are the Fire Brigades
Board (a) favouring or encouraging the ap-
peal for increased volunteer labour, or (b)
making any effort to draw attention to the
greater efficiency of thoroughly trained and
disciplined, permanently employed firemen?
3, Ifthe board favour the use of increased
numbers of volunteers, what saving do the
board anticipate? 4, If he agrees that fire
brigade administration is causing differences
to arise in municipalities, will he take an
early opportunity to amend the Act with a
view to promoting harmony?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, (a)
No. (b) No. 3, Answered by No. 2 (a). 4,
Answered by 1.

QUESTION-URIAWANG FIREWOOD
COMPANY.

Mr. WANSBROUGHI asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, What is the date of ex-
piration of the concession granted to the
Kurrawang Firewood Company for the pur-
pose of hauling firewood across the Govern-
ment railway? 2, What premium, if any,
is being paid by the company for crossings
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and services rendered? 3, What is the ap-
proximate loss of railway revenue, if any,
per annum. due to the granting of the con-
cession? 4, If there is no definite lease, will
he have a review made, with a view to dis-
continuance of the concession?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, An easement, dated 7th March,
1922, operative for 3 years form 18th Sep-
tember, 1922, was granted. On the expiry
of the three years' term a fresh easement
was not executed, but the conditions of the
original easement have been continued. The
arrangement can be departed from at will.
2, 2d. pe& ton for first 150,000 tons per an-
num- Over 150,000 tons Id. per toii. Mini-
mum £1,250 per annum. In addition the
company pays the wages of signalmen re-
quired and other incidental costs. 3, There
is no net loss to the Railways. 4, No.

QUESTION-CATTLE AND SHEEP,
DENMARK.

As to Wasting Disease.

Mr. WANSBROUGH asked the Minister
for Agriculture: 1, What was the number of
cows taken over with the holding for ex-
perimental purposes at Denmark in connec
tion with the wasting disease 2, Were any
of such cows found to be affected with the
disease? 3, How many of such cows now
remain on the holding? 4, Have any of
such cows been supplied to other settlers?
5, If so, have any since shown signs of the
disease? 6, Is it a fact that on the 12th
instant one cow was removed by motor truck
to a private holding near Denmark? 7, If
so, for what purpose, and what was the cost
of removal? 8, Was such cow found to be
affected with the disease? 9, If so, why was
such cow not hreated on the holding, or at
a near-by holding, instead of being trucked
away? 10, Is it a fact that on one settler's
holding departmental officers are treating
affected calves, and not all sick stock? 11,
Why were no sheep purchad in the area
known to be affected? 12, Can he make an
announcement as to results of experiments
being made with sheep?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, None- 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9,
Answered by No. 1. 10, Experimental an-
imals are being tried on two settlers' hold-
ings. 11, Such animals did not meet the
requirements of the experiments. 12, Not
yet.

QUESTIONf-TENANTS PROTECTION.

Air. SLEEMAN asked the Premier: In
view of the defeat of the Tenants' Protee-
Lion Bill, will he introduce during the cur-
rent session legislation to ensure that evic-
tions shall cease?

The PREMIER replied: No.

ASSENT TO BILL.
Message from the Administrator received

and read notifying assent to the Land Tax
and Income Tax Bill (No. 2).

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.

1,
2.

Debt Conversion Agreement
Secession Referendum.
Introduced by the Premier.

(No. 2).

BILL-ELECTORAL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time, and returned to the
Council with an amendment.

BILL-ELECTRIC LIGHTING
AMENDMENT.

ACT

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.43]: I
have no objection to the Bill. I 'agree that
local authorities-municipal councils or road
hoards-should have power to grant to any
person or company the right to erect the
necessary structures for the convey-
ance of electricity through their boun-
daries. The powers to be granted by
the Bill to a local body are not to
exceed 20 years, hut that period may be
extended to 50 years by the Governor-in-
Council or the Government of the day.
Fifty years is a fairly lengthy period over
which to grant powers ahead. I am not
sure that we shall be justified in agreeing
to that proposal. On the other hand, a lim-
ited period might mean that a company
would not feel justified in involving itself
in the considerable expense of erecting
works. Take the case of the Collie power
scheme; if it was decided to convey ele-
tricityv from that scheme to Bunbury, Bridge-



5298 [ASSEMBLY.]

town, and the surrounding districts in the
South-West, considerable expenditure would
be involved, and the company would need a
reasonable time in order to get a return from
the money laid out. It does seem to me,
however, that 50 years is a very long period
to be granted by the Government of the day.
The point is one that may be considered in
Committee, and I offer no objection to the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill rend a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Attor-
ney General in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3-agreed to.

Clause 4:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The criti-
cism of the Leader of the Opposition is a
very proper one. But first of all, this is no
monopoly; it does not gr-ant these people the
right to supply for 21 years, or any other
period, without application to a local au-
thority. This is merely a check on the local
authority. The local authority could grant
a license for 21 years and then seek the
(eniTnt of the Government to extend the
periodl. It has be-en put to ine that 21. years
for at big enterprise is quite inadequate, and
that 50 years is not too long, if a proper
watet he kept on it.

The 'Minister for Lands: If we restricted
it so that the period could not be extended
for more than 10 years at a time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But they
w~ant the security of tenure at the beginning
of the enterprise. First of all, the local au-
thority has to be asked for it.

Lion. P. Collier: The local authority has
the right to grant or to refuse.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, the
Pill merely empowers the local authority.

Hon. P. Collier: It is permissive to the
local authority, and the local authority could
grant the same right to any number of comn-
panties.

The ATTORNEY (ENERAL: Yes. W e
say to the local authority, "We will give
volt thi's Ia,I Q sod ,jixp vot[ a greater power
still, subject to the Government's super-
vision." I feel it is quite safe.

Mr. SAMPSON; There is a good deal
in what the Leader of the Opposition says.

There is a possibility of trouble in respect
of this. It might be that more than one
extension would be desired.

The Attorney' General: This is not a ques-
tion of extension at all.

Hon. It. Collier: It is not an extension
after 21 years. The Government do not
come in at the expiration of the period.

The Attorney General: No, the Govern-
ment come in with the giving.

Hon. P. Collier: The period would be de-
tided ait the beginning.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. As
the law stands, the local authority can make
a contract tip to 21 years, but no longer. At
the end of the 21 years it can grant another
21 years. This measure says to the local
authority, ''You can make a contract for
21 yeamrs, and, with the consent of the Go-
vernment, for 50 years." I think it is
quite safe.

Clause put and passed.

'Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendnment and the
r(port adopted.

Standing9 Orders Suspension.

Ohi motion by the Attorney General,
Stuanding Orders suspendecd to allowv of the
Dill passing its remaining stage at the one
sitting.

Third Readig.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
if, the Council.

BILL-COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debatme resumed fronm the previous day.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.55]1
While the Bill involves a rather imp',rtant

ilticeiple dealinir ith the rights of Aare-
lxcldi-rs and preferential sliareholde~s of
(omnpanies, there is in it not much that re-
(1mlires oppo~ing on the second reading. The
Attorney, General might explain some of the
Clauses N%-hen in Committee. Anything that
affects; the contracts of shareholders andi
pre-ferential shareholders, as the P:11 Aces,

irather important. This alters the whole
eontract under which the money was in-
vested.
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Hon. J. C. Willeock: Under it the memo-
randum of association could be altered.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Certainly the Hill is
rather important, and I think we might
have a little clearing up in Committee. I
will not oppose the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In committee.
Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Attor-

ney General in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clauise 2-New section.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I agree
that a measure of this sort should not be
passed without careful scrutiny. It does
give a majority' of the shareholders power
to alter the terms upon which money has
been supplied to the company.

Ron. J. C. Wilieck: Subject to ratifica-
tion by the shareholders themselves.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. First
of all, the whole of the company has to
decide. Then the special class of share-
holders affected has to decide by a three-
fourths majority, and on top of that the
court must confirm it. I do not think the
proposal could be hedged around with more
safeguards. The member for Geraldton in-
terjected that the Bill would enable the
memorandumn of association to be altered.
The memorandum of association can be
altered to-day in certain directions by a
type of safegnard similar to this, a special
resolution followed by confirmation of the
court. If it is right to do this thing. I
do not think it could be done in a safer
manner than is provided for here.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: I suggest that
prog-ress be reported. I have not had 'time
to consider the Bill. The second reading
was moved only yesterday, and time is
needed to compare it with the Act and vieW
it in the light of experience of existing com-
panies.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
willing to report progress, although it
seemed to me that there bad been time to
read what is A very short Bill.

Ron. J. C. WILLOOCK: Perhaps sonic
of the points might be ventilated before

progress is reported. The Bill refers to ,
special resolutioa of the company. What -,
the interpretation Of "company" ? Does :t
mean all the shareholders? WVhat rights
have the different classes of shareholders
and who govern a company?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
would entirely depend on the articles of a,-
sociation, which constitute the contract made
between the members for governing the
affairs of a company. As a general rule
every shareholder would have a vote accord-
ing to his holding of shares.

Hon. J. C. Wilicoek: Every ordinary
-shareholder?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Every
sha .reholder, but that could be varied by the
articles.

lIon. J. C. Willcock: Some might have
the right of veto.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. Da-
benture holders could not have a vote be-
catuse they are merely in the position of
mnortgagees. The actual rights of share-
!:older,, are determined by the articles of
ass ociation. I have drawn articles under
which a holder was given a vote irrespective
of tile number of shares he held, but as a
general rule his voting would depend uponi
his holding.

Hlon. J. C. WVillcock: Or his class of.
shares?7

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Articles
could be drawn to give greater voting power
to one class than to another. That would
Ile the contract on which a man took shares.
There is no definition in any law to govern
a company. It is the company's own do-
mnetic affair.

M'r. PARKER: If the member for Ger-
,ildton refers to Section 20 of the Companies
Act, 1893, be will probably find the info,-
ination he desires.

Prog-ress reported.

HON. SIR NEWTON MOORE, M.P.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have taken the oppor.

trinity of inviting, on behalf of members of
Ithis House, a son of Western Australia, a
former Premier and now a member of the
British House of Commons-Sir Newton
Moore-to take a seat at my right hand.

Members: Hear, hear!
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BILL-FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Message.

Message from the Administrator received
and read, recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Beading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell-'Northans) [5.10] in moving the
t eeond reading staid: This is a Bill, that is
presented to the House year by year and has
been every year since 1924. Members know
that three-fifths of the ordinary net revenue
of the department is placed in a fund for
the improvement of forests. That money
comes from jarrah, karri and other timbers,
as well as from sandalwood. In 1924 it was
arranged that a special clause be inserted ;u
the Act providing that 10 per cent, of the
net revenue from sandalwood, or £5,000,
w~hichever -vas the greater, should be used
for the re-growth of sandalwood. Experi-
inents have been carried on for some time
but have proved disappointing. Rabbits,
des;troyed most of the young plants as thay
eame up. In 1930 Fin amendment was passed
setting aside no contribution for the re-
growth of sandalwvood and last year a simi-
lar measure was also passed. At present
there is £C4,857 to the credit of the fund, but
it is not being used and is not likely to be
used for the reason I have stated. If san-
dalwood is to he grown, it will have to be
protected from rabbits, and that cannot be
(lone in the areas suitable for the re-growth
of sandalwood, except at great expense for
fencing. Unfortunately the sandalwood
trade bas been under a cloud for some time.
Sandalwood has been exported from Southi
Australia, and also from Queensland to
Fomne extent, and the demand for our sandal-
wood has been correspondingly reduced.
Last year the amount collected from sandal-
wood was only £6,380.

Hon. P. Collier: It was a,; high as £50,000
at one time.

The PREMIER: Yes. Owing to South
Australia and Queensland entering the
trade, we have had to reduce our output.
The position is becoming daily more diffi -
cult because of the pulling of sanaalwood,
particularly in South Australia. 'However,
there is no need for a continuance of the
contribution to the fund, which is alreadv
in credit to the extent of nearly £65,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you think that an-
other place will give yon this money, see-
ing that they would not give it to me in
19309

The PREMIER: Perhaps they thought
the hon. member did not deserve it. They
did not want to treat me any better last
year, but with the hon. member's support, I
eventually obtained it. I move-
That, the bill be now read a second time.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) L3.13]: The
subject of regeneration and ieforestation. has
often received consideration in this Rouse,
and I recall that on different occasions dur-
ing the past few -years the opinion has been
expressed that more money should be spent
on reforestation. I understood that the
money derived front the pulling of sandal-
wood was to be utilised for reforestation.

The Premier: For the regrowth of sandal-
wood.

Mr. 8A211SOX: A Bill was passed some
years ago authorising the Government to use
the money in that way, but various measures
have been passed to prevent the mnoney
being used for reforestation purposes. Last
night on the Loan Estimates an amount was
passed for forest regeneration.

The Premier: Jarrah forests!
Mr. SA'MPSON: I do not quite undee'.

stand the position. I take it that under the
Forests, Act any moneys derived from sari-
dalwood arc to he spent on forest regenera-
tion, bunt in IbiS iustauce 'We find that the
mioney which is secured from sandalwood is
to he used for general revenue.

The Minister'fo Lands9: You cannot re-
generate sandalwood as you can jarrah.

Mr. SAMIPSON: I understand that. San-
daiwood is of slow growth, and does not re-
spond to forest practice. That is not the
point. The question we are considering is
this: Ts it in the best interests of our foreAS
that money secured from sandalwood should
be utilised for General Revenue purposes,
seeing that the House had on a previous
occasion expressed itself in favor of uti-
ing the money for forest purposes?

The Premier: ]NO, it has not.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
'Midland) [5.171: This is a point -which I
think should be cleared np. It seems queer
that last evening we should pass a Loan Bill
authorising the borrowing of money far
forest regeneration, and now that we ahoull1
take baek into Consolidated Revenue monev

5300
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that is provided from sandalwood, and that
we should use this money to reduce our de-
ficit. This does not seem the right way to
go about things, and I think an explanatio';
is due to the House regarding the matter.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Miteell-N'ortbam-in reply) [5-181: ThVe
explanation is that this fund is secured en-
tirely for the regeneration of sandalwood,
but that we are not doing that work now.

Hon. %V. D. Johnson: Why not use this
monley ?

The PREMIER: The hon. member inighc
as well suggest it should be used for the
regrowth of white gum or tuart.

lRon. WV. D. Johnson: Used for the same
purpose as that for which you seek to bor-
row money.

The PREMIER: We borrow money with
the object of improving the ordinary expor
timber in our forests, which are of. great
value to t~e State. I would point out tha.
the Chinese might become Christians, ii
which case our sandalwood would be of no
value. It is difficult to do anything to in-
crease the growth of sandalwood because th;
rabbits destroy the young plants, anid are
likely to go on doing so. Although we have
tried regeneration, we are not now doing
anything in that direction.

lion. W. D. Johnson: Why not amend the
Aet and say that the £5,000 shall be used
for generalI forest regeneration?

The PBEMTIEII : I prefer to have it this
way.

H~on. W. D. Johnson- Naturally.
The PREMIER: It is better we should

have this money ini our revenue. Surely the
hon. member does not desire to increase
taxation. I do not know why we were Sr6
generous as to set aside so much money to
be spent by the Forests Department.

lon. J. C. Willcek: The sandalwood in-
dustry was an important one ait the time,
and we did not know but that we might
want the money. We have had experience
since then.

The PREMIER: Yes. We have set aside-
mooney in the most generous manner. Most
of the revenue we get from our forests goes
to the Forests Department.

H-on. P. Collier: Byr the Act two-fifths
of the total revenue from forests goes Lo
the department.

lion. J. C. Willeock: We are building rp
a big asset for posterity.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And budlding up
a nice debt, too.

The PREMXIER: Companies, have been
getting together tremendous sums of money
to send to New Zealand for pine plantations
there, but ultimately those plantations wifll
be cut down and converted into cash. 'We
are not doing anything like that here. We
arc building up a valuable asset for the
people, and are finding the money each
year to improve our forests and make thema
even better than they are. The interest on
the money will certainly come out of for-
est revenue. It will not be paid by the
gene ral taxpayer.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second tamp.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committce wilbou.
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Standingq Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier, so much of the
Standing Orders suspended as to enable the
Bill to pass through the remaining stage at
this sitting.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time anii transmitted t3
the Council.

BILL-APPROPRIATION (No. 2).

Message.

Message from the Governor received aind
read. recommnending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier, so much of the
Standing Orders -were suspended as to en-
able die adoption of the report of the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means and the passing
of the Appropriation Bill through all its
stages at this sitting.

All Stages.
In accordance with resolutions adopted in

Committees, of Supply and Ways and
Means, leave obtained to introduce the Ap-
propriation Bill, which -was read a first
tine.
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Second Reading,

On motion by the Premier, Bill read aL
second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted to
the Council.

MOTION-AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY,

SETTLERS' DISABILITIES.

Royal Commission's Report.

MR. J. I. MANN (Beverley) [5.33]: 1
move-

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
erment should give earnest consideration to
the report of the Royal Commission on the
disabilities of the agricultural settlers with
a view to providing immediate relief to the
distressed primary producers,

At the out!;et I cong-ratulate the members
of the Royal Commission on the splendid
work they did. They collected an enormous
amount of evidence throughout the State,
and undoubtedly did their work quickly and
eflicitintly. I am sorry the Government did
not lbring the question before Parliament
for discussion at an earlier date, because the
agricultural industry requires every consid-
eration at the present time if it is to he
carried on in the interests of the welfare of
the State. I intend to deal briefly with
some of the remarks made by the Royal
Commission. When we consider that the
total indebtedness of the 1~0,000 wheat far-
mers throughout the State amouints to
031,000,000, and remember the liens held by
stock firms on stock, wool and sheep, which
are not included iii that total, it. will be re-
alised that the total indebtedness of the far.
mere and graziers must represent more like
£40,000,000. Of that amount, the Asso-
ciated Banks have advanced £11,000,000, and
the Agricultural Bank £.14,000,000. Unfor-
tunately, a large number of Agricultural
Bank clients are tied down by second mort-
gages to the Associated Banks. I know of
instances ihere the loadage on account of
both the Agricultural Bank and the Asso-
ciate1I Bank., i,: so heavy that it is impos-
sible, with the present cost of production,

For the farmers to operate successfully. We
can classify farmers into three group;,.
There are about 2,000 who hav-e been helped
by the Associated Banks, which must con-
ilnue. to finance them -with the help of
p'riv'ate creditorsi; there arc approxirnately
2,000 farmers whose position is assumed to'
he fairly safe, and who are covered by the
Agricultural Bank; there are approximately
5,000 farmers who are in a doubtful posi-
tion, these also being Agricultural Bait]
rl'ient,. It i z the position of the 5,000 far-
mers with which we are mostly concerned.
I admit there are a number of farmers who,
in all probability, will be forced to leaveo
their holdings. Not every man is cut out for
farming, and I agree that there are somle
whbo, in their own interests, should be off
the land. I do not think the proportion or.
der that heading will be very large. R -
p'arding the position of the settlers gener-
ally, the majority of them are nob doing any
good, and the Government must give seriouts
consideration to their problems with a view
to carrying on the primary industry. T
contend that the increased prices wve are
now receiving for wheat and wool will servo
to place the farmers in a more false position
than they were in 12 months ago. Already
many creditors are endeavouring to secure
every relief possible of their own position
through the farmers, and it simply mean,;
that by February next, unless something' is
done to stabilise the industry and its financ-
ing, the industry will be in a state of chaos.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: M1uch worse thain
las-t year.

Mr. J1. 1. MANN: MuIch worse. Once the
rush of the creditors sets in, there will lip
serious trouble. I know that at present
agents are touring the farming areas en-
deavouring to entice the settlers to llanil
over their wheat bonuses, and if not eini
cesaful in achieving that objective, they airc
using threats. A large number of farmers.
owing to fear of legal proceedings being i:'-
stituted aigainst. them, will hand over every-
thing to one creditor, and while that will
reduce their account., with that creditor,
from the standpoint of the industry and
the State, the position will be worse than
ever.

The MNinister for Agzriculture: You can-
not blamef '1%e increased price of wheat for
that!

'.%r. 1. J. MA.NN: The increased price of
wheat will beniefit them to some extent, hut
not if the creditors hop in and take all they
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,an get at the outset, If anything
is to he done to stabilise the posi-
tion, now is tihe time to do it, to
save the industry. The majority of tin'
farmers are no longer their own financiers.
Many of them have little say at all in their
methods of finance. Touching upon the
Federal wheat bonus, I would point out that
in the original Bill, when introduced a month
ago by the Federal Minister for Agricul-
ture, there was a provision under which the
-wheat grower himself was given the right
to handle the proceeds as he thought fit.
It would not be possible under that clause
to secure any injunction against him.

The Minister for Agriculture: His cred-
itors could not touch him.

Mr. J. I. MANN: That is so. Unfortun-
ately the Bill as it stands to-day is such
that any creditor can step in. If it iti within
the power of the Government to use their
influence, I hope they will endeavour to have
the money utilised as a -reserve fund1 so as
carry on the industry in the future.

The Minister for Agriculture: You know
it is a Federal bonus.

Mr. J. I. MNANN: I agree, but we muist
endeavour to arrange something along these
lines, for that -will be the salvation of the
industry. I am fully convinced that next
year the question of financing super. sup-
plies and stores will be much bigger prob-
lems than in the past. One of the most im-
pedtant actions the Government could un-
dertake at the present juncture would be
to endeavour to control the funds that will
be at the disposal of the director, under
which they will be able to pay out the
actual sums required for necessaries in con-
nection with further production. If some-
thing is not done in that direction, I am
satisfied that much of the Federal wheat
bonus will not be spent in a wise direction,
and then the farmers wil be in a worse
plight than they were in last season. Then
there is the question of the secured and n-
secured creditors. At present, the securities
they -possess have gone down tremendously
in value. The creditors, particularly the un-
secured creditors who have played a prom-
inent part in financing the farmers, are in
a hopeless position. Particularly does that
apply to the storekeepers who have played
suich a prominent padt in assisting the in-
dustry for some time past. In fact, the
country storekeepers, have been a part of

the primary industry. I can foresee that
unless some control is exercised over the
proceeds, and the bonus is dealt with on a
proper basis, a large number of country
storekeepers will be forced to the wall. They
are being pushed by their own creditors.
While in the past we have enjoyed too lib-
eral credit, I contend this has been one of
the curses of Western Australia. Through-
out the Commonwealth, the farmers at pres-
ent are economising, and the storekeepers,
to a great extent, are controlling their ac-
tivities. I urge the Government to realise
the fact that the main strength supporting
the producer at the present juncture is the
country storekeeper, and he must be consid-
ered in the future. The Royal Commission
suggested that a flour tax should he imposed.
I agree that that course should be adopted,
and if legislation were introduced along
those lines it would mean a return of ap-
proximately £225,000 to carry on the indus-
try. From a ton of flour, comprising 2,000
lbs., it is possible to get 1,850 2-lb. loaves,
and the cost of flour in such a loaf amounts6
to 1:7d. The imposition of a flour tax of
£5 a ton would mean an additional cost of
1d. for each loaf of bread. That would
bring the price of flour used in a 2-lb. loaf
to 2f4d. Biy wens of the tax on a consump-
tion of 45,000 tons, wve would create a fund
of practically £250,000, and I feel sure that
if control were exercised to prevent profit-
eering, the position generally would be
vastly improved. The return from wheat
produced last year amounted to £4,500,000
and the interest on accumulated debts to
£1,750,000. Even with the increased prices
of wheat and wool, we know that the returns
do not cover the cost of production. The
industry is dwindling. We have an enor-
mous accumulated debt that has mounted up
during the last three years, and unless some-
thing is done along the lines of the proposed
flour tax, it will be impossible to carry en.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
consider that the plan should be adopted
for distressed farmers only or for all farm-

Mr. J. I. -MANN: Those I have in mind
are the more or less distressed farmers.
There are some who will probably have a
chance to help themselves with the aid of
the bonus. I am afraid that in the past we
have pushed on with a land policy at too
fast a rate. There are a number of farmers
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who are on holdings upwards of 00 miles
from a railway. Probably more than a
thousand farmners are thus affected. lIt is
recognised now that no man can successfully
farm at such a distance from a railway. If
present cost of production were to continueo
indefinitely, 1 am afraid successful
fanning could not be carried on at
more than 7 or 8 miles from a siding.
If we are going to allow 2,000 farmers to
go off their holdings, by reason of their
being unable to carry on, I feel sure that
never again will there be any foreign capi-
tal available for us, and neither will men
possessing means embark in the industry.
We must also realise that the amount that
bas already been spent on development
work will be so much money wasted, and
thle land will revert to its original state.
The man who first takes up the land, and
who pioneers it, is no doubt the better man
tt, retain the holding, and he is the person
we should try to assist in the hope of keep-
Lug him there-. Therefore I appeal to the
GIovernmient to introduce legislation to pro-
ride for a tax on flour which will prove an
advantage to the farmner. Everyone wil!
pay his contribution towards the establish-
ment ot the fund that will enable u mnar
on the land. to carry on. Then, with the
Federal bounty, the industry should benefit.
We uiskt remember that the industry has
been built up on a false basis. In the past
24 or 25 years money has been more or less
poured into the industry: credit has been
obtained without trouble. I know of in-
etancesp w'dy a. few years ago, of machinery
fis putting before fanners almoist ridi-
cultuus propositions. The farmers naturally
grabbed them, and it is on account of the
reckless credit they were able to re-
ceive, that they now find themselves at the
stage of being in serious difficulties. The
industry generally has suffered. by reason
of the credit system of the past few years.
N~ow is thb time for the Government to act
in the hope of placing the industry on a
firm footing. I know it will be said that
farmers have been spoonfed, but the as-
sistance that has been given to them is noth-
ing aks compared with that ranted to roup
settlers. Mauny memk-rs who are interested
in farming realise that the life is hard, aind
that the genuine farmer is entitled to the
help that he receives. We imust recognise
that the salvation of the fanning industry
means the alainof the State. Farming

is unlike the mining industry. The latter
is, it might be said, a flash in the pan.
I do not deny that the gold-mining industry
has been. of valuable assistance to Western
.kustrtaha, but we cannot depend upon it to
get us out of our difficulties to the same
extent as we can depend on agriculture,
provided we get fair prices for the product.
We must realise that alhnost half of the
value of the production is absorbed by in-
terest alone. The fact that at the present
time exchange has been as it is has proved
an advantage to the primary producer.
There it, the fear, however, that exchange
may not remain as it is. to-day. It seenis
obvious that the Commonwealth Govern-
tuent will attempt to bring about a drastic
reduction with a view to securing cheaper
money in London. While that is ray)
opinion only, I do not hesitate to make the
statement to the House. The exchange
means an addition of approximately IOX' 2d.
to the sale price of wheat, and 2't11d. or 3d.
a 1b. to the salt; price of wool. If the ex-
change should disappear, or be materially
reduced, what will he the position of the pri-
inary producer ? Whilst one cannot say
what the future of wheat may h e, we do
know that once the exchange goes, the in-
dustry will be given such a setback that it
will take a long time to recover from it.
Then -will our serious troubles begin. I feel
sure that members on both iide:; of the
flouse will be prepared to discuss the me
tion. The matter is really non-pirtv. since
it is of State-wide concern, and it should
receive the earnest consideration of all. The
farmer has an enormous burden to carry
in the shape of interest, but, as we all know,
under the financial emergency legislation he
has been relieved to some extent in this re-
spect. That legislation has effected a gene-
ral1 reduction of 22V2 per cent. But hon.
members, will agree with me that the farm-
ing industry cannot afford to pay an in-
terest rate more than 414- per cent. We
know that there is very little money avail-
able at the present time at under r) per cent.
The majority of farmers hare borrowed
money in the past earryinsr interest at 6 per
cent.

The Attorney Oeneral: You do not ang-
-zest that people should lead mosney to
farmiers, at 41/ per cent. I

Mr. T. 1. MANN: The p 'sition we are
facing is whether it is possible for the in-
dustry to carry on, and as one who has heen
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associated with the business for a consider-
able time, I am satisfied that it is impossible
for the industry to carry on with its existing
load of debt. Many farmers have settled
down and endeavoured to solve their own
problems, but have failed to do so. I am
satisfied that every farmer is willing to meet
his obligations, though it may not he pos-
sible for that to be done for a period of five
or even 10 years. The point I wish to stress
is that it is a matter of impossibility for the
industry to carry the present load, and that
if something is not done in a tangible form,
.to fewer than 3,000 or 4,000 farmers will
be compelled to face bankruptcy. What is
the position of the farmer to-day compared
with what it was three years ago 7 Prices
were buoyant then, and though it has been
freely stated that farmers squandered their
income, I can give that a denial. I know
that the money they received was used to
build up their holdings, and in many in-
stances to purchase other properties for the
rons who were coming of age. Now farmers
find that while they were building for the
future, they were actually taking a course
that was running them down-hill. The posi-
tion is really serious, and it is only by legis-
lation now that the industry can be relieved.
As things are at present, there is no induce-
ment for farmers to carry on, and if the
Government do not take steps to assist the
industry to return to something like a nor-
ald condition, the ranks of the unemployed

will be swelled very considerably. When the
farmers' purchasing power is reduced, that
reduction is reflected on the State generally.
Consequently, we must take every step In
the direction of building it up again. The
farmers themselves are doing their share,
That is brought home to one on going
through the country by observing the -drec-
tions in which farmers are economising.
Economies are being effected in every pos-
sible way. We must see that the farmer k
not doomed to carry a millstone around his
meck for the remainder of his life. With
regard to the Agricultural Bank, everyone
must admit that it has played a prominent
part in the building up of our State. But
for the bank and the assistance it has ren-
dered, our population would be much
smaller than it is, and the State itself would
not be so far advanced in importance. In
carrying on work such as that undertaken
by the bank, it is inevitable that there must
be losses. At the same time we cannot over-

look the advantage that the State has de-
rived from the existence of this institution.
I feel the time is comning when the Govern-
ment will be obliged to write off a great deal
of the hank's clients' indebtedness. Speak-
ing of the bank generally, it regrettable that
the Government have not appointed a trus-
tee to succeed the late Mr. Cook. The in-
s-titution is now being controlled by two
men, and Mr. MeLarty, who is also the
Managing Trustee, has an enormous amount
of work to attend to, so much that I often
wonder how he manages to keep going. My
opinion is that there should be some form of
dec-entralisation. True, there are agencien
in places like Northam, Narrogin, Merredin
and elsewhere, bitt everything that comes
before those branches has to be submitted
to the trustees in Perth. The Government
should appoint three travelling trustees and
in. that way the congestion at the bank in
Perth would be considerably relieved. The
travelling trustees could always be on the
spot to discuss the farmer's position. At the
present tinie the farmer has to come to Perth
to interview the trustees. It would be to the
advantage of the State for the trustees ko %eL
on the spot themselves and inspect the hold-
ings. That is a suggestion to which con-
sideration might be given. In the past,
mnany settlers have secured more moniey than
was good for them. I believe there is a cer-
tain amount of political control exercised
in the bank. Mr. McLarty says it is not so.
I hold that the bank should be free from all
,-uch influence

Hon. P. Collier: Have you ever exercised
,.nv

Mr. J1. I. MfANN: No.
Hon. P. Collier: Thea you ame about the

only member of the Country Party who has
not tried to exercise influence there. I speak
from experience, you know.

Mr. J. I. MANN: I have never done an-
thing of the kind.

Mr. McLarty: We only try to get infor-
mation.

Mr. J. I. MANN: The institution will
have to suffer losses, and there must be con-
siderable writing-down. Now as regards
greneral charges on wheat. I hnow that the
Government are hard put to it for cash, and
that they are endeavour-ing to obtain every
possible penny in order to carry on. How -
ever, reductions might be effected in
freights, handling charges, stevedoring-
charges-
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The Mlinistvr for Work,: The Govern-
itent have no control over those charge-.

They are controlled by the Fremantle Bar-
Imouz Trust.

Mi. J. 1. ILANN: Did not the trust la-t
year collect £:200,000 in charges for hand-
iing wheat!

The Minister for Works. Yes.
lIon. J. I. MANN: 1)oes not that anmmit

gto Consolidated Revenue?
The Minister for Works: No.

_1r. J. 1. MANN: I consider that smou
,edactions should be made in those cbaige-.
i appeai for am. opei. diticussion of tlw!
fanner's position. We shall have to face
the question soomner or later, and it is far
better to face it now. If there is one hoitly
that can handle the position, it is Perlin-
[nent. In passing I desire to refer to the;
position of the stock agents as regards hire-
pur-ast of sheep during the last twvo or
three years. Unfortunately, large amounts
of nmoney were expended in the purchase of
sheep at time peak period. Sheep then worth
35s. are to-day not worth 10s.; and there
has beeni considerable speculation amongst
growers, Iparticularly the smaller growers, as
to what their position is to be. We realise
that if a man buys a thing, he must pay for
it; and there is no desire that the Govern-
ment Amhu Id bring in legislation in the riti tt
of repudiation. Something, however, should
be done to assist the smaller growers. [ ae-
knowledge that the stock agents are( doing
their best, treating each case on its merits.
I desire to pay a tribute to the stock agents,
alid to state pubilicly that they hove been of
great assistance to the farmers. Thley' have
been prepared to advance for phosphates,
corn sacks, and generally. Still, it is regret-
table that the high prices paid and the de-
pression which mt l followed, result i'm dolitl
having to he fnced. Whether the 'i-~iivr
will be successful with his measure to relieve
the State from the influence of the Federal
Parliament remains to be seen, but we have
to realise that Western Australia is only a
young country. From that asp~ect the in-
fluence of the Federal tariff is highly im-
portant. I daresay Western Australia re-
quires considerahly more fencing wire, pip-
ing, and galvanised iron than any other
State of tile Commonwealth. Would it be
possible for the We'terui Aim-tralimn Gov-
erment to approach the Comnmmcmwvalth for
somne relief as, regards the tariff?! Why
qhould we have to purchase zalvanrrusd iron
and fencing wire at higher lprives? There tire

in this State many thousands of acre. cap-
able of carrying sheep. The holders of the
leads are at prt'sent too remote for proi-
able wheat-growving, and it would be dread-
ful to allowv the holdings to revert to a state
of nature after all the money that has beti.
spent onl them. Moreover, thle land is good
lend. C ould not the Commonwealth 0eov-
emninent be asked to grant some relief in re-
spect of duties on things that are essential
to primary production?' This State is most
favourably situated for the fat-Iamb trade.
The lands to which I have referred could be
brought into use and thus relieve the
farmers, but the present high cost of fenc-
ing wire renders that course impracticable.
1ly idea in moving the motion is to evoke
at general discussion of the farmers' posi-
tion. Many Acts have been passed by Auis-
tralian States to deal with the farmer.
South Australia's Act establishes a board
of control. I do not wish to see many
farmers under control, nor do I wish to see
them resort to the Farmers' Debts Adjust-
ment Act; but I do appeal to lion. members
to discuss the motion and ti-y to evolve some
means of relieving the farmer.

MR. PIESSE (Kittanning) [6.11]: 1
have much pleasure in supporting the
motion. As pointed out by the mover, the.
object is to give hion. members generally
an opportunity- to (bscuss the Royal Corn-
mission's report, which was submitted on
the 31st July last. Further, the motion
gives lion. members an opportunity of say-
ing whether they app}~rove of the report,
either wholly or in part, and of making
practical suggestions for puffing into oper-
ation the Royal Cern,bsion's plan, either
Am4holly or in part. Further, the motion
affordis the Government an opportunity to
say how far they wvill consider the report
seriously. These opportunities are coming
Done too early, seein.- that the report was
presented on the 31st July last. I shall nit
read the document setting out the scope a?
the Royal Commission. Hon. members will
lee it if they turn to the first page of the
report. The Commission instrument was
issped by the Governor onl the 213th May
last, just under six nmths ago. In view o!!
the serious position in which the agricuiltural
industry finds itself, almott entirely as time
result of the collapse in prices, it is uirgently
nveesary that lion, members should con-
Nidel- the Royal Coinmi~sion's report. and
that the Government should at the eari&t
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possible momnent state how far they will
identify themselves with that report, andi
what they suggest they can do to give tin
relief outlined by the Royal Commission. I
consider it my duty to offer to the Govern-
tInent some practical suggest.ions,. We have
been told that the report, while providing
highly valuable information, involves as iti
main features the creation of a fund, and
that this suggestion is not practicable, the
money not being obtainable. I take it to
be the duty of hon. members and of the
Government, then, to su-ggest some nlterna.

ive scheme of relief, even if it necessitates
fresh legislation. I have no desire to refer
to the farmer's disabilities at any length.
They arc widely known, through the Press
anid through various inetings of primary
producers.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. l'IESSE: Before ten I was dealing
with the scope of the Commission and th.-
tame that has expired since the report wva,
presented. Also I referred to the delay in
any announcement to be m-,de by the Cov
erment as to how far they think the re-
port would help tire industry that is suffer-
ing so mnuch as tire result of the eoilap'."
in. prices. It is necessary' that I should mah.
passing reference to certain portions of the
Commission's report, which clearly andl
rightly discloses the position of the prim-
ary industries, particularly in regard to the
wool growers andt whrealgiowers. I do not
wish to lead thne House into thinking the
industry is on the verge of total collapse.
I have had long experience of agriculture
in this State, and I have every reason to be-
lieve that with symupathetic treatment bv
those who are assisting the industry, an.1
with every possible help that can be ren-
dered by the Gov-ernment, the wheat and
wool industries will soon be restored. It
is no use denying that during the past
year neither wheat growing nor wool gro.'w
ing has bean profitable to those engaged In
those industries, and unfortunately in
the past many of our primary pro-
ducers have not been able to put by
much for a rainy day. They have
very little reserves, if aay, to tide them
over this special emergency through whicha
they are passing. It is the responsibility
df the Government and of Parliament P'n
come to the aid of primary producers.
There are 50 imembers in this House. pre-

suinably all desiring to see the country pros-
per and our primary producers succeed. It
is absurd to say that with 80 members of
Parliament no business-like scheme can be
evolved to assist the industry in its preseut
trying circumstances. I will not agree that
the farmers as a whole are moaning and
whining and wanting the Government to do
the impossible by them. But it must not
be forgotten tiiat we are passing through
a serious phase which the country has nev-2:
previously encountered. We are faced wi.1,
the high costs of production, and rightly it
can be claimed that those high costs have
seriously militated against the farmer cre-
ating a reserve that would stand by hinm at
such a time as this.

The Minister for Agriculture: Who is re-
sponsible for those high costs of prodne-
tion?

Mr. PIESSE: T think the House is re-
sponsible for not having made a more de-
termined protest against the Federal Gov-
ernment's inroads into State rights. It is
for Parliament to protect those State rights
and do something more than it has done in
the past to resist the inroads made into those
rights, and to protest against the high cost
of production consequent upon Federal
legislation. Nobody is more to blame than
is this Parliament. What would have been
better than to see 'members taking a deter-
mined stand, and objecting to the serious
inroads that have been made upon our aven-
aes for the raising of revenue. The latest
sales tax hs% almost entirely removed the last
remaining avenue through which we could
have raised revenue. That sales tax has
added materially to the high cost of produc-
tion.

Mr. Thorn: And it is one of the most
vexatious of taxes.

Mr. PIFESSE: Yes, especially at at time
like this. It is helping to put men out of
employment every day. We have almost
come to a standstill in point of future de-
velopment, nmainly because of the high cost
of production. I wish to refer briefly to.
the assistance rendered to the industry dur-
ing the past year by the banks and commer-
cial houses and all those engaged in supply-
ing the primary producer, not forgetting
the assistance rendered by the Government
in providing at a very crucial moment n
supply of super. It speaks volumes for the
confidence shown iii our State that the banks
and the stock firms and business house4
shouild Ihare come to the rescue and assisted
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our farmers in putting in their crops during-
the pest year. There has been a serious
falling-off in the area cropped, but I think
even that is satisfaetory when we remember
the diflicultieA that a good many of our
farmers have had in getting credit. More-
over we must not forget that the farmer,
when he was putting in his crop, was faced
with almnost c-ertain loss, owing to the then
low prices. It is to be hoped that the fin-
aincial houses and those who came to tho)
a~sistanee of the farmer during last year
will at lea,4 he able to recover the advances
made by them. Had it not been for the
recent increases in the prices of wheat and
wool, it would have been doubtful whether
those who assisted the fanners during the
past year would have recovered their ad-
vances from the result of the harvest. HFow-
ever, the prices have now improved, and
there is a much more hopeful spirit in the
country districts I have visited during the
past few weeks. But although we now have
grounds for hoping for better times, there
stll exists a very serious position for many
of our agrieulturists. The report of the
Commission discloses that, inasmuch as it
points to the large indebtedness of the far-
mners at the time the report was written. I
do not wish to quote these figures in detail,
for they can be found in the Commission's
report, which reveals that there wgas then
owing to the Agricultural Bank, the Soldier
Settlement Board, the Group Settlement
Board, and the Industries Assistance Board,
overdue interest amounting to £14,294,110,
and that in addition there was owing to the
Associated Banks, the insurance companies,
The machinery merchants;, the country store-
keepers and others £17,365,000, or a total
indebtedness of £831,659,654. 'From this
members should realise that there are grave
responsibilities banging over the heads of
the primary producers, We have been ac-
customed to rely very largely on the credit
system. It is unfortunate that it should
have been so, because had our farmers been
in a more affluent position to-day-as in-
deed many of them are--if only they had
reached the stage where they would have
haystavks in reserve, fat stock all the
year round, good fields of fallow, and
a few hundred bags of wheat in their
barns, and were able to bold their
wool for the beet opportunity for selling.
That would be the ideal1 condition in whvichI
we would like to see the industryv, the
farmers without trouble or woprry about

holding up wheat or wool and having- the
same right as any other business mn to sell.
their produwee at the most opportune time.
However, it seems to be the fete of farmers
to have to operate under the credit system.
Without it I suppose we would not have
the development we have to-day. Speaking
from a lifelong experience, I believe that
the primiary producer has every intention
of honouring his liabilities to the full. So
far as I know, he will do so provided he is
given reasonable opportunities and fair
conditions. The commission's report dis-
closes that. many farmers have been placed
in the position of having to ask for credit
this year, owing to the collapse of prices,
whereas formerly the creditor was always
pleased to accommodate them. Yet many
such farmers had difficulty last year in ob-
taining credit to carry on. T wish to refer
briefly to some passages in the -report of the
Royal Commission. The commissioners were
well chosen:, they were men of repute and
st-anding, and of wide experience. From
observation and information T believe tha
commission 's report has been favourably
reeived throughout the length and breadth
of the State, and it has made farmers, busi-
ness people and others interested in the
industry, anxious to know what the Govern-
ment intend to do. The commissqion out-
lined reasons for the collapse of the in-
dustry. Those reasons may not be correct in
all particulars, but on the whole T think
they are fairly aeratc. The report
states:-

In the year 1914 there was a crop failure.
Since then there has been a succeasion of
good to moderate seasons and prices. The
average wheat yield from 1914-1931 has been
10.6 bushels to the aree, and the average
price realised wits 4s. 111Wi d. per bushel.

Then the commission marvel how, with good
seasons and grood prices, such an accumula-
tion of indebtedness should have arisen, and
add-

How such an accumulation of indebtedness
sha:uld hav-e arisen is hard to say, though
apart from the indebtedness attributed to the
price failure in the 1930-31 season, it is found
that there was a large carry-over of indebted-
ness from the previous seasons. The following
reasons may, however, he suggested!-

(a) The false prosperity created by lavis;h
and over-easy 'h orrowing:,

(bm) The unlimited extensionk of credit;
()The over-trading by mnerchants in cani--

petition for lmsiness, partirnlarlv
since mechanical farmingr came into
existence;
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(d) The mounting interest rates;
(e) The effect of steady increase in tariff;
(f) The belief that strong world prices for

wool and wheat would continute;
(g) The competition by Associated Bank%

for business;
(h) The more than forward policy of the

Agricultural Bank;
(1) The purchase of estates for soldier

settlements at high prices;
(j) The period of high prices for produce-

such prices were discounted by the
diminishing purchasing power of the
Australian pound-gave farmers a
false idea of their prosperity.

Then the comission proceeded to comment
on past debts. In Part I. of their sugge~ted
plan they stated:

Not only have the past debts to be eonsid-
ered, but finance has to be arranged for
future cropping for at least two seasons, as
by that time wheat and wool prices may im-
prove and some adjustment of debts may be
made on stable values.

The cropping for 1931-32 harvest has been
financed in part by-

(i) The Agricultural Blank finding susten-
ance and super for many of their

* clients with moneys provided under
* the Pinnce and Development Board

.Act;
(ii) The merchants and storekeepers allow-

ing considerable payments to* themi
for last season to be handed to the
farmer for the purpose of cropping;

(iii) The Associated Baniks and private in-
vestors assisting their clients by giv-
ing the necessaryv financial assistance
to carry on cropping operations.

I have referred to the assistance gix en by
the tioverninent, and 1 think members are
very appreciative of what wvas done in that
direction. The commission proceed to make
recommendations and deal wvith the first
part of their plan. That part proposes an
extension of the Fairmers' Debts Adjust-
ment Act. The second part proposes the
appointment by the Government of three
truistees, ''provided that if the necessary
finance is found for this part of the plan
by the C'ominonwealth and/or Associated
Blanks, the Glovernment shall appoint one
trustee and the Conmnonwealth or Asso-
ciated Banks shall nominate for appoint-
ment two of the said trustees.'' Then the
commission ieconinend the legislation re-
quired to give effect to their plan. It
i8 not necessary to read the recommenda-
lions because they are not likely to be
carried into effect immediately. Part It.
involves the provision of funds and can-

not lie put into operation without the
necessary funds being provided by the
Government. Even if the Government
favoured the scheme, it would be almost
waste of time to discuss it, seeing that
the funds are not available. I wish now
to refer to the report of a speech de-
livered by the chairman of the commission,
Mir. A. H. Dicksoni, at a meeting of the
Federated Chambers of Commerce held at
Albany on the 10th November. Portions
of his speech should be helpful to us and
should make members realise that the chair-
man is vecry earnest in this matter. He is a
man of wide experience and has had inti-
mate business dealings with the primary
producers. He is a man whom all can re-
spect. and] any remark., made by him are
worthy of consideration, le said--

Tt is i ncumben t upon creditors to be sin-
usually enisiderate. i, many eases great con-
sideration has beeo. extended, but if the
farmers arc to he kept working with some
degree of comfort and hope-and this is
essential-evei greater patience and con-
sideration must be extended.

Tt is vitally necessary that all creditors
refrain fromt harassing the farmers, and it is
desirable that both farmners and considerate
creditors be protected from the excessively
acquaisitive propensities of some who, even at
this juncture, are reported to be using the
bludgeon. If this is not done, there must be
an unholy scramble for the proceeds of the
coining harvest and bontus. It must not be
forgotten that the farmers,, as a whole, are. sen-
sitive and honourable meii, who hesitate to
seek the protection of anything savouring of
bankruptcy proceedings. Unreasonable dicta.
tion from a trustee, who may have no know-
ledge of practical fanning, is also abhorrent
to them. Surely our legislators con devise
some means of necessary protectioii.
At a later stage he said-

It is useless to lament past mistakes while
the whole fabric of time State's sti-ucture
seems in danger of collapse. The issue is
bigger than individual interests and the State
is in need of patriotic zeal-not gusth-but
patriotism, which is principle. 'The primary
producer is in iieed of encouragement both
financially and psychlogically. Would you
continue to crop if you~ were practically posi-
tive that by so doing youa were simply in-
creasing your liabilities' In doing so, the
farmer is performiing the conimunity a service
which niust be reciprocated. it is vitally
necessary that the community, do its port to
help amnd sustain the farmer to the utmost for
its own self-pi-otection.

Ile also dealt wvithl provision for the future,
alnd the solving of the problen; of the
farmers "wlit are overloaded with debt. Ac-



5310 1 S!ML

cording to the newspaper report. Mr. Dlick-
son saii-

The colifnissiojt has been, cribbed, eablijed
and confined hr the initial stateiment that the
G~overnment '01i11(1 find no money. ''er I
must be very circumspect," Mfr. Dickson said.
"'It is sufficient to say that we were given a
limited assu~rance from the only source of
funds that the schenme we recommended would
have sonic chance of favourable eansitlera-
tion. The fact that the interests in question
are now providing funds for a bours of 4YAd.
per bushel may effect this anticipation. It
was felt that the institutions which found the
finance should have the prerogative of
naming twvo not of three trustees reconi-
mjended, who would act a's intermediaries in
the negotiations between the interested par-
ties. Securities taken by the trustees were
to be hypothecated to the financial i,,stitu-
tions providing funds. The proceeds of the
proposed flour tax weore to be held in trust
by the trustees as a reserve against possible
-even prohable-bsses. We felt that the
only possible hope of solving the problem of
farmers' debts was included in the second
paragraph of our charter, which put upon us
the responsibility of providing means for the
future carrying on of the i ndustrv. This is
a matter for great forbearance and patience,
but fran, the present outlook it must be a
rilost difficult task for our primary producers
to meet these obligations. I could not but
be impressed with the Aery fair statements of
some of the farmers who voluuteered that
they considered it unfair to appraise any
writing-down during the present abnormal
times.'

Mr. Dickson also referred to the high costs
built up at the ports as compared with
those ruling in 1914. Ile concluded his
address by saying-

A great and difficult problem faces our
legislata. Conditions making for higher
prices from overseas may tend to bring down
exchange levels. The responsibility must be
faced full square or our Parliamentarians will
be recreant to their duty. For our own sake
and the State's, we must assist the primary
producers to develop, establishing them com-
pletely, efflieentlY, and veconically.

'We atie greatly indebted to Mr. Dickson for
emphiasising those points, I think he was
right in doing so, seeing that we have been
left so' long in- doubit as to what the Govern-
mnent intend to do.

The Premier: It is of no use Irinir off
mile., and miles of wvords. We "'ant cash.
We have the legislation.

'Mr. PTESSE: Our patience has been
tried.

The Premier: I nom referring not only to
yo u but to other people.

Mr. PIES: We who live amongst the
farniers know their difficulties. I have been

pleased to give considerable time to assist-
ing the unemployed, as I know other mem-
bers also have done, as wvell as endeavour-
ing to do something for the farmers. We
have also these daily troubles connected with
the difficulties of farmers. I amn not a pessi-
mnist. I have great confidence in the coun-
try. Every penny I have earned I have
spent in the country, amongst other things
in development and agriculture generally.
This shows that I have faith in Western
Australia. I am here to-night to impress
upon members the f-act that if the industry
is given at fair chance it wvill recover.

M.Nr. Angelo: Can) you put any concrete
proposals before us?

Mr. PIESSE: I am sorry if tbe hon.
member is becoming impatient.

3Mr. Angelo: No, I am only nxious to
help.

Mx. PIEESSE: I want the House to know
the fuUl position, to understand that the
compilation of this 50-page report took a
lot of time and thought. We may not agree
with all that has been written, but on the
whole it is a practical and good report, and
offers good solutions of many of the troubles
affecting the industry. I now come to what
I think should be done. The Government
have made it clear that insufficient funds are
available to give effect to Part II. of the
plan. Many good schemes have been ad-
vanced by public men from time to time,
hut these are dependent upon a local flour
tax or a wvheat bonus, which it was hoped
would be the means of providing funds to
enable these things to be done. We should
not he in Parliament unless we have a know-
ledge of business, It is, therefore, our duty
as business men to go carefully into the
matter. Anu-ely in a time like this we can
sink our individuality, our party feelings,
and be magInanimous in giving credit even to
those opposed to uts for the earnestness with
which they have put forward their schemes.
It is absurd to think that 50 members of this
House cannot find some way out of the pre-
sent difficulty. I am not suggesting making
gifts to the farmers who are in trouble, but
we should be able to provide some mach-
inery whereby' something better can he done

tarrange miatters between the former. and
their creditors. Our position is similar to
that which has arisen in the other
States. In 'South Australia until this
varl there has; beven a success-ion of
droughtt, for six or 'even veer'. It.
mnay he argued tlhat no more has been dope

I A SSENIBLY.)
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there than was done under the Thdustries
Assistance Board conditions in 1914. For
all these years the South Australian Govern-
ment has had to provide for drought-stricken
farmers. We are pleased to know that there
has been a good season in that State this
year, and hope that with careful nursing all
the farmers will pull through. There ame
some of the best farmers in Australia in that
State. They would have been driven off their
farms and numbered amongst the unem,
ployed had it not been for the provision
made for them by the Government in the
Farmers' IDrought Relief Act. Upwards
of a million and a half was spent by the
South Australian Government, and a good
deal of this will never be recovered. There
will be a goad harvest this year, and I hope
many of the farmers will be restored to a
good position. We should not go far wrong
if we followed the South Australian prece-
dent. The conditions there are similar to
those we have here. Since that Act was
passed another has been enacted, to meet
with the conditions consequent upon the f all
in the price of primary products. On the
2nd April, 1931, the Bill I have in my hand
was enacted by the Government of South
Australia to make provision to finance
farmers for the season 1931-32. That has
met a situation, which is very similar to the
one in which we find ourselves.

Mr. Angelo: Can you suggest to the
Treasurer where the money is to come from?

31r. PIESSE: The scheme would take
very little money. The South Australian
Act is in two parts. The first gives power
to the Bank Board of South Australia to
arrange for cropping funds f or those farm-
ers who find themselves unable to get credit
as a result of the fall in prices. Power is
also given to delegate authority to an ad-
visory committee. The committee consists
of six persons, one nominated by the Adel-
aide Chamber of Commerce, one by the
South Australian Chamber of Manufactures,
one who, in the opinion of the Governor is
a suitable representative of persons engaged
in tile supply of superphosphate and corn-
sacks, another representing persons engaged
in the supply of groceries and other household
commodities, and two who are deemed to
be suitable representatives of the farmers.
The business of the board is to receive appli-
cations from necessitous tanners, and power
is given to reject or approve such applica-
tions. I will explain bow the first part of
the Act can be applied to our conditions.

It can be done if the Government will set
themselves to the task. They could first
get the advice of the superintendent who
controls the Act in South Australia. He is
an expert and a wonderful man. He has been
practically tile saviour of South Australian
frners because of his remarkable know-
ledge, and the manner in which lie has ad-
mrinistered the Act, The last measure to
which I have referred is largely the result
of his suggestions, founded upon his esperi-
once in administering the Farmers' Debts
Adjustment Act and the Farmers' Drought
Relief Act, which latter has been in exist-
vice for some time. We have to thank the
Government of our State for bringing down
the Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act. At
the time many members, were sceptical aboA
it, and no one had a good word to say for it
inside or outside the House. It has now
been in operation for 12 months, and has
proved of great assistance to those who
found it necessary to seek protection under
it. in my opinion, however, it does not go
far enough and is not practical enough.
.It left the power to give extensions of time
to farmers entirely in the hands of their
creditors. Under the South Australian Ac'.
that power is given to an independent board,
but it is not extended without the produc-
tion of good and practical reasons. Theq
effect of the South Australian Act is to en-
able farmnarS Who are applicants to apply
to the board to he supplied wvith super,
eornsacks, household commodities, etc.
Members can see hbow far that Act can
assist us in this emergency. The board in
South Australia issues certificates. It does
not accept any liability, which is an im-
portant faetor. There should be no diffi
culty, abont bringing down legislation on
those lines. When a certificate is issued, the
board's liability lies only insofar as the
proceeds of the crop are concerned. T he
farmer himself is not relieved of any re-
sponsibility. The duty of the applicant is
to give an undertaking to sell the proceeds
of his harvest, and to carr on as he did
before. The board arranges for the dis-
posall of the crop, taking not more than
I 'per cent, to cover insurance and other
expenses, the cost of putting in and taking
off. etc., and the balance is distributed Pts

set out in the Act.

31r. Angelo: Would not the Federal
Bankruptcy Act upset any portion of that
Act?
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Mr. PIESSE: On every occasion whens
I ha;ve been in Adelaide I have spent most
of mny spare time with the superintendent,
ga~niug a knowledge of what is being done
there. I lirse saw himi about 18 months ago,
whens he was administering only th.
IFa~iner' lDebts Relief Act and the Farmers'
::.viugltt Relief At-t, and dealing with per-

>on1, who tiought relief under those
Ineabures. Neither Act coniiits with
Ihe Vederal Bankruptcy Act, and there

':cen 111 diticulty in carryingc
w 1:epovso . I will now tell

ti Il 1ouse why we have been having so
thny weet jugs in outback places, and wh3

tofarmers have been threateningr to hold
up their wheat. and their wool. The fia

x- *!., ' c: yn [r ffc d of their pati-
ence. I do not wvant to reflect upon th4
business; people with -whomi small wool-
growers have been conducting their business
ever since they went onl the l.and. T nierch,
wish to point out that the result of the- fallt
ii'. wool price,; has shifted a lad of debt
upon the growers, whose properties were
built tip when prices wvere high and the cost
otf every, thing wvas ig.Wool prices have
come dow :n to a third of their former valuiw,
and stoc-k i,; difficult to sell, and often diffi-
cut to give away. The wonlgrower now finds.
hr is almnost denuided of any ineomi
It meant that the secured creditor in tVii-
instance was protected. We cannot blamne
men in that position for endeavouring to
improve their securities. In this instance
the secured creditor said, "You are under
lien to us, and the wool mnust come to us.
'We will credit you with any proceeds; from
the sheep you sell, and that will help your
finances." That man was probably quite
right, but it meant that the grower was left
hopelessly in debt. He could not meet the
demands of his unseured creditors;, nor
couild he pay the interest flue to the bank.
Many of the clients are mortgagors of the
Agricultural Bank, and not only can they
not pay their interest, but they cannot pay
their laud rents. Some of the stock firms
may have provided those clients with fund-,
for sustenance aind super, purchases, as well
as: for shearing expenses. Certainly the pro-
ceeds of the season's wool clip have been
credited to those individuals, and their posi-
tion may be better than it was a year ag~o:
but it is still serious. Then take the positioni
of the Agricultural Bank clients,. and the in-
cidence of the preferential legislation passed
by Parliament last session. I thought the

provisions in the Bill proposed then were
reasonable, and it there had not been the
uollapse in prices, probably no objection
would have been raised to them. It is un-
fortunate that the legislation had to be in-
troduced at a time when the prices of wool
and wheat were so low, with the result that
the piroducers got so little for their produ(ces.
The effect on the farmer is that he felt

lewas working, off a dead horse and could
not see round the corner. For mty part, I
would pat the Agricultural Bank on the
samie basis as other mortgagcees because I
am sure the hoard would act fairly. Per-
haps some difficulty might be experienced in
securing the services of the right type of
men to constitute the board that I would
like to see appointed. We could extend the
powers of the Director under the Farmers'
Debts Adjustment Act and appoint two
others outside the Government service, I
say that advisedly, because I believe they
should be responsible, experiencedf men -who
know the country and the difficulties of the
primary produces. It was found possible
to s~ecure such men in South Australia, and
surely we can find men of the same type
here. 'With rega-rd to the suspension of secur-
ities,'I acknowledge that everyone in busi]-
ness, including- the hunks and stock firms,
has done everything possible to help) the in-
dustry. It must not be forgotten that the
unsec2ured creditors represent at large body
who havc acted in good faith in carrying
on the farmeri, but nevertheless* to-day they-
aire at the mercy' of the secured ereditorL-
The South Australian Act did not have tll'r
effect of ruining credit theore, and I do not
RLeQ why the introduction of iiuch legislation
in this State should have a detrimenital
effect.

Mr. Angelo: Are the uns:ecured cre-dit ,~z

undully pressing the farmeors?
Mr. PIESSE: No, except that naturally

they are business men, and like every other
man in a responsible position to-day, tlier
desire to continue upon lines they consider
safe.

Mr. Angelo: But are they presing the,
farmers?

Mr. PIESSE: I will not answer that
question. I wish to leave that for someone
else who may be appointed later on to dle-
terniine the point officially, I know of no
hardship wilfully Or wittingly imposed by
those who are helping the farmers to-dlay.'

Mr. Angelo: But -what about the uinse-
cured creditors'!
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Mr. PIESSE: They have behaved nobly,
but they are in a parlous; position.

Mr. Angelo: Did you not say just now
that they were running round the country-
side endeavouring to secure the wheat
bonus I

Member: The member for Beverley made
that statement.

Mr. PIESSE: I have not heard of any
such instance.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will address the Chair.

Mr. PIESSE: The important point about
the introduction of legislation such as
that ini operation in South Australia is that,
to some extent, it will help the Government
to solve the problems confronting them to-
day. I cast no reflection upon the banks
or other business interests, hut I put it to
Opposition members that they would not
countenance anyone being employed uinder
conditions that did not enable him to handle
his wages. That is the position of the wheat
and wool growers, and that is one of the
mos~t vexed questions among the primary
producers to-day. ats it applies to the opera-
tions of the ALgricultural Bank. To my
knowledge, great patience has been ex-
hibited by the hank in many instances, but
what is required is the establishment of some
body that will act as a go-between regarding
the Agricultural Bank and the farmers them-
selves. It is obvious that it is impossible to
act along the same lines in every individual
instance. Credit is becoming more spread
because the farners have more creditors
than in past years, and that increases the
dimeiulties of the position. I ask the Prr-
mieir to go into this matter seriously, and, if
necessary, to urge the South Australian
Government to lend us the services of Mr.
H. W. 'Myers, the superintendent of the op-
erations under their Act, to assist us at the
present junoture. Hfe is a man who has
grown up in this class of work. When I
first saw him he had a staff of 11 officers;,
six months later he had a staff of between
30 and 40 officers. Tn-day they number over
100.

The Minister for Railways: Then he is a
good public servant!

Mr. PIESSE: But consider the results he
has achieved! If the 'Minister appreciated
the position, he would ha quite octisfied.

The Minister for Railways: I would like
to get him here to solve the unemployment
uproblem.-

Mr. PLESSE: 1 suggest that in times such
as these when we went the best advice pos-
sible, we should secure the services of the
best wait procurable. The Government
wonld be well advised to get in touch With.
the South Australian Government with a
'ieii to sceuring the services of Mr. Myers-.
It could be done without hurting the feel-
.ngs of our own State officials. There is one
additional point I wish to make. Mr.
Speaker is interested in this phase just as
I am, because our electorates are adjoining
mid the problems, apply equally in his eon-
,,titueney and iii mine. I understand that

to-da Mr. Speaker received anl urgent coan-
inunicotion from one of his constituents re-
-rarding the repossession of agricultural ma-
chinery. In the South Australian Act there
is a provision covering that phase andl
suarely we could trust a board or an advisory
committee to deal with this matter as well.
Paragraph 4 of Subsection (1) of Section
!6 of the Farmers' Relief Act reads--

The owvner of any chattel which is in the
possessi-ba of the applicant under a, hire pur-
chase agreement shall not take the chattel
out of the possession of the applicant nor
take any steps to terminate the agreement.
The definition of "chattel" includes agricul-
tural machinery. When I was discussing
the position with -Mr. M1yers, the measure
was then before the South Australian Par-
Iliiinent and I asked him whether the con-
templated legislation would prevent posses-
sion of a chattel being taken at once. He
.,aid that that phase was covered and Sub-
section (5) of Section 16 of the South Aus-
tralian Act contains the following:-

If any Person takes fromt any farmer
possession of any chattel such as referred to
the Sub-divisioa I1V. of Subsection 1 hereof
before the passing *of this Act, and at any
time after the 17th day of March, 1931, and
the farmer subsequently' makes application
uinder this part -and the application is
granted, the provisions of this section shall
he deemned to have applied to such chattel,
and the applicant shall be entitled to recover
the possession of the chattel.

do not say that all macehineryaet have
acted in an atbitrary way but, according to
reports received by us, some have done so.
Prices. have improved during the past few
weeks and now. whereas the owner of a
machine might have been prepared to ac-
cept £20 six months ago, he is more likely
to ask for £40 or E50. No one would be
more pleased than the farmer to pay the
larger amount if only his returns enabled
him to do so. It has been stated that some
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of the agents have demanded the whole crop
this year, otherwise they threatened to take
away sonic vital part of the machine so
that the farmer would not be able to
use it. This is a serious phase, b-
cause it simply means that a fanner
vwonailtedl with such a threat, would
be forced to sign an order so as to
ecure the uise of his machinery. I have

knowledge of one or two instances in which
that course has been pursued, and I under-
stand that 'Mr. Speaker has received par-
ticulars of another such instance to-day. I
amn not content to let matters rest at that,
although I know it will be unpopular with
some people who have securities to protect,
No farmer desires to be placed wider the
operations of the Farmers' Debts Adjust-
ment Act, and it is merely in their own in-
terests that action has been taken in hun-
dreds of instances by business men in the
country districts. Very often the principal
creditor has been able to get others to re-
frain from pressing a farmer, with the re-
suit that in the course of a year or so the
position has been secured and the farmer is
in a better position to-day. All that I ask
is that we shall appoint a practical board
of not less than three men, who will act as
trustees on behalf of the farmers and be a
go-between in the negotiations between the
farmers and the creditors. I do not think
the secured creditors will lose anything by
that course because in many instances they
are principals and will carry on. There is
also a provision in the South Australian Act
whereby the bank or mortgagee will be able
to carry on as at present. But some sort
of protection is secured by the board, and
that will be a good thing for many of the
farmers. They will be kept within reason-
able credit limits. With such a board op-
erating in South Australia, many hundreds
of farmers there have reason to be thank-
ful for the wonderful assistance rendered to
them and the agricultural industry. Parlia-
ment and the Government would he saved a
tremendous amount of trouble if a similar
scheme were adopted here, because the mat-
ter would be dealt with in a practical and
bonest way. It would secure justice to the
unsecuired creditor, who is entitled to con-
sideration. T do not know how many bus-
iness people will be able to carry on, but if
the banks desired them to reduce their over-
draft,, how could they carry en?

Mr. Hegney: Are tile bank., the masters-
of tile situation?

Mri. PIESSE: Yes.

Mr. Hegney: Let us nationalise the bankc..
M1r. PIESSE: I do not think the banks

will do, anything rash, but naturally they
want to secure their position. M.%anazer4
must justify themselves and so must direc-
tors. They must conduct their business on
safe hines. The Managing Trustee of the
Agricultural Bank, in his ev'idence before
the commission onl the 26th June, said he
thought there was no hope under preient
conditions and prices. Is not that all the
more reason why we should endeavour to
obtain the help and co-operation of all the
business people? We do not want to dry
up the sources of money supplies. If tile
legislation protects the secured creditor, I
cannot see how there can be any danger
in it. Let me make at reference to the re-
marks of the Governor General at the open-
ing of the Royal Show. He said-

Ihave no hesitation in aying that West-
ern Australia at present stands only on thle
threshold of her material greatness, and
whether we look back on her past history, or
whether we look to her promised future, this
State, I dare to say, yields to no country in
the world for the power to stir the imnagina-
tion and fortify the courage Df a growing and
progressive people. One might search far and
long before finding a story more exciting,
even when told in the simplest language, or
more sustaining to our courage in these diffi-
cult days whuen the clouds of depression are
darkening the fhinncal skies. The whole
world has Inet its equilibriunm. It last it in
the war, and in the peace that followed the
war. But the world is not going to perish-
it is going to live-hut if it is to live up to
the standards we have set, it must find a
proper adjustment.

It is the duty of Parliamnent to assist in
securing an adjustment between the farmers
and their creditors. But that is not the only
adjustment to which the Governor General
referred. He continued-

t ant convinced that the dawn of our new
day- is already commencing to break. Courage
has never fifled Australians yet. The pro-
ducer, of this State have given vau proof of
that, They have shown that they have faith
in the future of their country, and that they
are determined to do all that can deserve
success and everything possible to attain it.
I want to say to producers, in all sincerity. v
that they' have nty fervent hopes for their
ultimate suecte9s.

Somuethin- practical nimust lie donne to ineet
thle Qituation . and to find that practical
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remedy is the responsibiliy of members of
the Opposition as well as of those support-
ing the Government, If Parliament goes
into recess without dealing wvith this prob-
lem, members in the country districts at any
rate will experience a very unhappy time.
We live in the midst of the trouble; it con-
fronts us daily, and we cannot escape it,
We know that the difficulty can be met if
Parliament will only be sincere and will
stand up to its responsibilities, and if the
Government will show sufficient faith in the
industry to do somnething of a practical
nature.

MR, GRIFFITHS (Avon) [8.35]: It was
oti the 26th M~ay that the commission was
banded to Messrs. Dickson, Hale, Carlisle,
}'arrail and Pelloe requiring thenm to investi-
gate the disabilities affecting the agricultural
industry and enjoining them to report as
quickly as possible. They were not even
given time to go into the country; the mat-
ter was so urgent that they had to take the
evidence they required in Perth. They occu-
pied some 66 days in, their unpaid and
public-spirited work. When I look at the
report, the result of their labours, I am
filled with amazement &L the exhaustive man-
ner in which they carried out their tasl.
The evidence covers over 1,000 pages and
appendices over 200 pages, and some 363
witnesses were examined. On the 31st July
the report was completed. Since then 110
days have elapsed, making nearly i1%
mouths since those gentlemen were commils-
sioned to bring in a report. Is it any won-
der, therefore, that the member for Bever-
Icy, myself and other members who repre-
sent important wheat and wool-growing
centres have become impatient that the re-
port has not been brought up for diseussioq
so that every aspect of the problem could
be considered? I regard this discussionM as
one of the most important of the session
and vital to the well-being of the country.

Mr. Hegney: 'More important than secs-
sion?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Secession is very im-
portanat, too, but if we can solve this prob-
lem, we shall be able to keep alive until we
get secession. There can be no burkin
the question. There are ti-e outstandina
points that must receive attention, the fund-
ing of debts, scunrity of tenure to worthy
farmers, and sustenance to carry on.
I admit that it will be impossible to

[32]

hee saume of the fanners through their
dulticulties, but they will be only a
small proportion of the whole. I can
produce evidence which should result in our
SO members of Parliament sending to the
mad taritlists in the Eastern States a de-
wand for something to be done to save our
primary industries. I have read the evi-
deuce tendered by the member for Guild-
ford-M1idland (Hon. W. D. Johnson) in
which he stated that farmers magnified the
effect of the tariff on their production costs.
I shiall produce good evidence to prove that
the tariff is a very big factor in increasing
the cost of production. Then there are
ocean freights, railway freights, cost a!
handling at the siding, insurance and other
matters which might well be discussed, apart
tromn abattoirs and interest charges. Let
inc reiterate what I said the other night.
I give the Government credit for all they
hare done, but I join issue with them on
the delay in bringing the Royal Commis-
sion .s report before the House for discus-
sion, The report should have been discussed
long since. Even if the Government have
not the fuands. to finance the plan recomn-
mended by the commission, would it not
have been far better for the House to dis-
cuss the matter, show the primary pro-
ducers the attitude of Parliament, andt
convince them that a live intcrest was being
taken in their problem ? When one goes into
the country, it is a common experience to
hear people say, "What do the people in
Perth trouble about us. They do not know
of ow', troubles."

The Minister for Railways: They should
come down and have a look at us.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: A city business man
said to me the other day, "The farmers wil'
he all right nowv; -wheat is firm and wool
prices are better; the farmers will get out
of their troubles now." That is where tb"
danger lies, People seem to jump at the
conclusion that because there ha-, been a
slight improvement of prices, everythinig
will he all right. Those prices may not be
maintained for long, though we all hope
they will be. There is a belief that farms
will now be saleable. So long as farns
were unsaleable, farmers were practicalWT
assured of being kept on their holdings, but
a rise in values may make creditors mare
hungry to get some of that which is owinz
to them. Twelve months last Julyv T directp-l
attention to the condition of the farmers.
At that time wheat was 39. 6d- a bushel,
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but I pointed out to the House that whole-
sale seizures of machinery were taking place
along the eastern railway. In fact whole
trainloads of machinery were being brought
down, and a most serious condition of ailats
was arising. At that time Z had no idea
that there would he such a drastic fall in
prices as, afterwards occurred As to the
urgency of discussing the report, the corn-
missionen; stated-I wish to Leader of the
Opposition would keep quiet-

Hon. P. Collier: I have been very quiet
-in the circumstances.

-.%r. GRIFFITHS- The commissioneln,
stated-

Further, your commissioners would impress
upon the members of our Legislature that
time is the very essence -if the contract, and
that financial preparations must be instituted
forthwith for the harvesting of 1931-32 and
cropping and harvesting for 1932-33, so that
there will be no heart-breaking, harassing
and unnecessary delays in bringing forward
the required legislation.

The Minister for Railways: Is that from
the report I

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We know that there is
owing at present £21,659,654. The report
states-

It is common ground that the world fall in
commodity prices has lemened the national
income of Australia to such an extent that,
in arder to meet the interest on external
loans, Australia must continue her export of
primary product;, even if produced at a loss.

Hon. P. Collier: Who said that?

Mr. GRTFFITHS: The Royal Commis-
sion. They continue-

The wheat industry has become so essential
to the trade of the State that it must be sus-
tained over the present period of price failure.

Mr. Thomson, the manager of the Westra-
lien Farmers, emphasised the same thing.
It would appear, therefore, that it is of
vital1 importance to our State that wheat
growing should be continued to our utmost
capacity, and that, even if the community
were forced to subscribe a very substantial
sum to achieve this end, it would definitely
be better off than by allo-wing our prod uc-
tion to wane.

The Minister for Railways: Where did
you get that from7

Mr. GRIMTTHS: I would point out,
with regard to the question of distribution
of money from the industry, that in 1921
only £572,000 was paid directly to the corn-

munity, whereas in 1931,;£2,174,000 was dig-
tributed directly in wages for railway men,
clerks, lumpers at sidings and at norts,
workers in superphosph ate factories, andi
through them indirectly to coal nxainers in
Collie and tradespeople generally throuzh -

out the southern setions of the State. In
addition to this the community received in-
directly £3,469,500 paid out by the growers
of wheat for commodities and services of
all kinds. Ini other words, the ;'alue of the
wheat produced in 1931 was sufficient to
provide at least one-fourth of the popula-
tion of Western Australia, with a living
somewhat better than that allowed for in
the basic wage. The Royal Commission ix,
another part of their report headed "Carry-
ing on of industry, community obligation"
said-

All witnesses examined, including farmers,
merchants, storekeepers and representatives
of associations connected with the industry,
nre unanimous in stating the fllowing pro-
positions-(a) the prosperity of the State
depends on the wheat industry; (b) the
present financial crisis in the industry to a
great extent has been occasioned by the price-
failure in the 1930-31 harvest; and (c) the
rendering of financial assistance to the far-
miers at the present time is a community
obligation.

The Minister for Railways: We have
beard that before from the applegrowers,
the pig-raisers, and so on- Everyone says
it is a commurmnity job to help thema.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: By the time I have
done, 1 will show how impossible is the
position of persons engaged in the wheat-
growing industry, because of the great load
of debt that is hanging around their necks.
The stuns position was explained with re-
Egrard to group settlers last night, when we
were told that persons receiving only £6 to
£7 a month were called upon to pay £E8 a
raonth in interest. One gentleman I wras
speaking to, referring generally to the in-
dustry, said it was not a stimulation of the
industry that was required but a rest from
their debts; if they could have this burden
of debt removed from their shoulders for
the time being, they would have a chance to
pull through.

The Minister for Railways: Everyone ic
saying the same thing. The Treasurer is
saying it, toa.

Mr. GRIFFITTHS: I now wish to dr-nw a
comiparison between pre-war and present
conditions. A. report was drawn up recently
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s~howing how hopeless ;vas the position of
the farming community by reason of the
added burdens which have been put upon
it. I wish t.- draw attention to the extra
cost of establishing a reasonably equipped
l-,OQ-aere farm in 1930 compared with pre-
war, including the cost of fencing, water
supply and buildings. In the former period
the cost would have been £2,232 and in 1930
it was £3,442, an adverse difference of
£1,408, These particulars were recently
compiled by a committee. Their comments
upon this statement were that the average
farmer working a property of this size
would not harvest more than 2,400 bush~els,
of wheat, and that if he sold at the then
price of Is. 8d., this would not mean
more than Is. a bushel to him. After pay-
ing for super, bags, etc., this would leave
him £C120. The interest at 73/ per cent, on
the extra. cost of establishing his farm,
namely, £1,400, would come to £103, leaving
him only £15. In other words, practically
the whole of his returns would be required
to meet the interest on the increased cost of
production, and even with wheat at s. a
bushel he would have very little left, es-
pecially after allowing 5 per cent. for de-
preciation of plant and 5 per cent. for im-
provements. At the present time numbers
of farmers would he unable to carry on along
these lines. The one thing that offers hope
for the saving of the industry is a reduction
in the cost of production. If our primary
industries succumbed, what would happen
to our secondary industries, which are de-
pendent upon the primary industries for
their markets?7

The Minister for Railways: What would
happen to the farmers if the secondary in-
dustries failed?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The other night I
had the temerity to draw the attention, of
members to the plan that was put forward
by the member for Nedlands (Mr. Keenan).
At the time it was first mentioned it was
talked of as repudiation. The plan is as
follows:-

A commission consisting entirely of practi-
cal business men should be charged with the
duty of assessing the equitable value of debts
due by farmers. By this I mean what, if no
outside cause or influence intervened, would
be a fair figure at which to value such debts,
having regard to the risk of repayment by
the present debtor. Then, in addition, this
commission should be empowered to recom-
mend that in all deserving cases the State
should issue bonds to the amount -af such

fgrpayable at a minimum date of 10
yashence, and bearing interest at the rate

of 4 per cent. per annum. Lastly, the State
should take first mortgages on the land, as
secutrity for repayment of the amount of the
bonds issued and interest thereon.

We know that under the Premier's Plan
contractual obligations have been set aside
in many instances. To look upon this sug-
gestion as an interference with contractual
obligations, is to take a narrow view. Let
me take the average Industries Assistance
Board tanner. He gets into difficulties and
eventually is put off his holding. A big debt
has accumulated. A new man comes along
and is offered the farm. He will, not take it
because he feels he is not getting value for
his money. After a time the debt is out
down. That principle will have to be fol-
lowed with many of our farmers. There
will have to be some cutting down, some re-
adjustment of debts, in order to give them
a reasonable chance to carry on. It is all
very well for members to joke about these
things. We have only to get amongst these
people to find out their real position. I have
known men for 21 years, and ha-ve seen
them go on to the farms, and I know, too,
that they have lost their all. They are good
men who went up there fall of faith and
hope.. They took their families with them.
they were never slack in their work, and
did everything well. Now, with impaired
health and with a farmi of little or no value,
they have nothing left. They feel there is
no prosipect before them because of the
aceumulated debts around their necks. The
position for them is pretty rotten.

The Minister for Railways: After 20
yearsI

Mr. GRIFFTHS: Yes. One man is a
Mr. Bagshaw, who gave evidence before the
Royal Commission.

The Minister for Railways: If that is all
he has after 21 years, I reckon that farmer
is no good-

MAr. GRIFFITH S: The Minister reckons
a lot. This is a typical ease. I have heard
a. lot about mnisfits and failures, men who
have not been doing their bit. But this par-
ticular case appeals to me. I was on the
wheat belt when Mr. Bagsbaw first went
there. I saw the opening up of Bruce Rock,
Kununinin, and Kunnunoppin and all the
districts within 50 miles of Merredin and
Kellerberrin. I well remember when this
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particular juan went out there. In the course
of his evidence he said-

I have spent 21 years up there. I set out
full of hope, confidence, grit and determina-
tion tD make a do of things. What do I get
for it after all these years? Sacrifice, living
away from my fellow men. We are in a
family undler couditions which the average
city dweller cannot appreciate. I have to
turn round and pay for the privilege of hav-
ing sacrificed my life to my State. Little did
I think when I went up there that 20 years
hence I would be pleading the cause of m
fellow men before you. With hope shattere1d,
ambition gone, health impaired, with the
added years tj my life and possibly another
15 years of this sacrifice sticking out under
aenv system which may be brought forward
and under which a msan who has tried to
make a do of things in his life is handed out
a paltry dole. Ts that the way to treat a
'nan who has tried to build up a security in
his State.' Emphatically it is not. My evi-
dence will reveal to you, I hope, a simple,
equitable-to-all-sides plan, a workable lanlh,
that will cost the State nathing beyond its
initiation.

The Minister for Railways: That is only
dealing with generalities.

Mr. G1lIFFITHS: I was in the district
-when this man arrived there. For many
years he lived there without any railway
communication, and he naturally accunmi-
kited debts. He is now Up to his neck in
debt and cannot get out of it, through no
fault of his own. Notwithstanding this, his
statement is referred to as a generality.

The Minister for Railways: Probably
some of his neighbours have done well.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Not many settlers it,
the Welbungin district have done well. For
many years these men had to go 40 miles
into Kellerberrin, or Nungarin. Starting off
in that way they were certain to have an
accumulation of debts. Then there was the
1914 drought, followed by some fairly decent
seasons, but nevertheless their debts accum-
ulated, and they have not been able to
overtake them. Then they may have bad
fire.

The Minister for Railways: And hail.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: They have had two

years of rest. This year is not too good
for thein; indeed, all through these men have
had circumstances very much against them.
The Royal Commission insist upon the im-
portance of reducing production costs, as
without such reduction amelioration in the
condition of the key industries, wheat and
wool, cannot. be expected. As has been
pointed out, two plans were put forward by
the Royal Commission. The first plan was

for farmers who might be able to get on
tinder trustees. The second plan arranged
that after a certain period the debts should
be considered and cut down, but did not
recommend operation over any long series
of years. The plan recommended by this
Chamber was that debts should run over a
period of ten years. We know that some-
thing is being done in regard to bulk hand-
ling, and that the experiments carried oat
here are meeting with a fair amount of
sueeegs. Something may result from them,
and every hon. member will be in accord
with reduction in the cost of handling at
sidings. Mention was made by the member
for Beverley (Mr. J. 1. Mann) of port
charges at Fremantle. The Royal Commis-
sion reported on that aspect--

Fort Charge-We have made exhaustive
inquiries into the relation to the port and the
handling charges as they affect the rates of
freight and ithas been confirmed by several
witnesses that if such rates were reduced it
would be correspondingly reflected in the
rates of shipping freight. We particularly
desire to emphasise this fact. The following
comparative statement is illuminating:-

Costs of loading wheat including berthing
dues, stevechring, income tax on freight on
ships:

Port Charges. For Ton. Per Bushel.

Australia......... 6~
South Africa..... 151 1 9
South America 5 6 1-75
Canada and II A 3 4 1-05
India ... .. . 3 8 1-2

Coming to Fremantle we can make com-
parisons of port charges between 1914 and
1931 (not including Commonwealth dues).
In 1914 a steamer of 10,04 tons paid a total
of £e71, and in 1931, the amount came to
£137. It is significant that the following
amounts have been transferred from the
Harbour Trust accounts to Consolidated
Revenue :-Int 1926-27, £159,857; in 1927-
28, £143,197; in 1928-29, £173,984; in 1929-
30, £200,529; and in 1930-81, £121,225.
The Royal Comnmission reported further-

It might be pertinently stated that the
Fremantle Harbour Trust is a taring machine
chiefly on the primary' producer, and it might
be conceded that the burden falls mainly on
primary producers and most certainly does,
as in years of heavy production of wheat end
wool, the exports o considerably exceed im-
ports.
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In the charges for handling wheat direct
to ships ex railway trucks, the Fremantle
Harb~pur Trust charge for slinging or work-
ing bags to elevator approaches is .25 pence
Per bushel, whereas in Bunbury, with facili-
ties far inferior to those of Fremnantle, but
where labour is controlled by the merchants,
or shippers, the cost is .214 pence per bushel.
This leads your Commissioners to the con-
clusion that costs could be reduced by elimi-
nating the ff~arb-3nr Trust's intermediary ser-
vice on the wharf and allow the handling to
he controlled by the merchants or pool.

IIn the ease when wheat is stacked into
shed, and subsequently shipped1 the Fre-
mantle charge is -758 pence per bushel at
outports; it is received into shed, stacked,
and reloaded into trucks for one penny per
bag each service or .66 pence per bushel with
poorer facilities.

Stnrage charges for wheat at Preimantle are
exorbitant and are more than 100 per cent.
higher than ontports; the Fremantle Harbour
Trust charge is one-sixth of a penny per bag
per week plus 20 per cent, surtax, whereas
private firms at outports charge one-twelfth
of a penny per bag per week and, in one case,
a reduction of one-third was made on and
atfter the 1st April last. The conclusions
are evident.

In the evidence of excessive pirt charges
at Frenmantle, it is not surprising that the fol-
lowing is emphasised: ''The Western Austra-
lian and other Australian ports are consid1-
ered to he among the highest in the wanld"
The average leading east at Fremantle far
wheat vessels, is a little over (Es. Per toll
compared with 2s. 2d. to 2s. Ild, at Canadian
ports, 4s. 11a. Buenos Ayres, -ind 3s. 4d. at
Capetown.

I am elaborting on these point be-ause I
wanit the matter made quite clear.

Hon. A. McCallum: As regards those last
ligures; you quoted, the places in question
have bulk handling.

Mr. GRIFFITI{S: The figures are for
general cargo.

Hon, A. Mc-Callum: The figures yoo
quoted are for the whole of the port, with-
ohut distinction.

Mr. GIPFLTHS: Production costs ust
be reduced. There are certain ways in which
that can he done. The Frenmantle Harbour
Trust is a taxing machine. In 1018,' upon
my return from the Eastern States, I
pointed out how excessive the trust's stor~age
charges were. The total charge for storage
of wheat at that time was £11,000. A
sum of £6,000 was, very quietly, knocked
off that total same time after my motion
was discussed. I do not often blow
my own trumpet, but on that occasion
I think I accomplished something. As
to cornsacks, the CommWIssion reported that

sine 1914 tie wharfage through shed ill-
c-reased by 100 per cent., direct to trucks b%
] 11.2 per cent., handling through shed 1;V
lo per. cent., direct to trucks by 71.44 per
(-en t., harbour improvement rate, through
shed by 20 per cent., and again direct lo
trunks by 20 per cent. The approximate
chnrges p~er ton of 40 cubic feet are given
-t- follows: In Sydney 9s. 9'Ad., in Me]-
bounie 10,;. 4d., in Adelaide 11s. 2d., and in
Fromantle 33s. Ol/2d. Direct from ship's
.lings to i-nil the charges are: Sydney
1 13,/16d. per doz., Melbourne 2d., Adelaide
2d., and Fremnantle 21/2d. Taking the charges
as a whole, one finds that Fremantle and
other Australian ports are the dearest in the
world. Seeing that the Fremantle Harbour
Trust has paid over £700,000 into Consoli.
dated Revenue in five years, it appears that
something could be done to reduce F're-
imintle p ort charges.

The Minister for Railways: Those pay-
ments do not make up for the losses of the
Railway Department in transporting wheat
cheaply.

Mr. GRIFFITHS- As regards wool, the
Comnmission report-

Your Commissioners note the great increase
in the rates of freight on wool, as between
1918/4 and 1031. In 1013/4, the ruling rate
was 5/8th of a penny per lb. against practi-
cally 1%.d. per lb. at present, just 1/8th of a
penny over 100 per cent, increase. The Ship-
ping Companies state that with the present
condition of the import trade, and the high
rates charged at Australian ports, their earn-
ings are not commensurate with their costs,
and so the primary producer becomes the
buffer. On a bale of w3oI of 812 lbs., the pre-
war freight was 10/3 against 27/7; to-day,
with a lower market.

Your Commissioners arc satisfied that the
brokers organise display, and sell the weal in
a manner which compares favourably with
the Eastern 'States centres. The costs in
commission are in favoor of South Australia,
and your Commissioners recommend the local
Woolbrokers' Association to bring their rates
and conditions into alignment with the con-
ditions which appertain to South Australia,
remiembering that every fractional reduction
helps the present position. The question of
abolition of rebates of commission from
brokers to sob-agents sbould be considered by
the Woolbrokei-s' Association.

The handling charges are governed by the
Arbitrati~n awards, and should wages be re-
duced, the growers should receive a corres-
ponding benefit.

Something mnight be done in regard to ocean
freights, but so long as we continue our
p resent one-sided tariff sand kill trade and
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get other countries up in arms against us,
so long will ocean freights remain high. If
steamers have to come here in ballast, over-
seas freights will be proportionately in-
creased. Again, there is the question of in-
surance. The Press has recently published
a great deal of correspondence relating ta
insurance against hail. It has been con-
tended that the conditions are most unfair.
I shall not go into details, though I may
mention that one witness before the Royal
Commission described the insurance rates as
"legalised robbery." A general scheme Af
co-operative insurance, such as exists in
New Zealand, should be established here. If
the industry is to be placed on an economic
basis, that feature will have to receive atten-
tion. I have heard it repeatedly said that
the flour tar would not bring in any appre-
ciable returns. However, during the last
season a substantial sum could have been,
raised from a tax on flour, a sum that would
have helped to bridge the gulf between the
farmer's receipts and expenditure. As to
livestock I shall not say much. It is more
a matter for members like the mover of the
motion. However, I may state that a
farmer in a pretty big way of business at
Tammin was app roached by certain stock
owners with a request to attend a sale in
the South-West. He did attend, but could
not make anything like a decent deal,
prices being high. He reproached the
people who had brought him all that
way without his finding any deal that
might have been of use to him, and asked
could they not make some sort of trans-
action that would pay his expenses.
He made the deal, and took the stock back.
He is a smart dealer and amongr his pur-
chases were some young dairy tc hth

sold in the district. He kept within coo-e
of the amount paid by judicious deal-
ing. He paid £700 for the stock but
when everything was cleaned up, he found
he was £25 to the bad in cash and he had.
in addition, to feed the stock, and so on. He
approached the stock agents and pointed
out the position be was placed in. He had
done business with the firms representing
many thousands of pounds and he asked
them to cut down his interest. They would
not budge, but demanded their full 8 per
cent., which the stock agents require for any
accommodation ranted. Over and over
again stock agents have been approached,
but they will not budge regarding their re-

quir-ements. This is a national problem.
The whole structure of the State rests upon
prima 'y production, and unless serious at-
tenition is given to this phase of the agri-
cultural problem, there will be a bad crash.
It is high time that people realised the posi-
tion and took the necessary steps to help
the farmners out of their difficulties. T have
already dealt with a number of other points
mentioned by the Royal Commission, while
others have been attended to by the Govern-
ment. The stored wheat problem is a sore
point with the farmers, and a huge amount
of money is involved. I am told that John
Darling & Son and Bunge are meeting many
of their clients by making substantial reduc-
tions , and I believe the oil people are also
endeavouring to reach the same end. It is
only fair to mention that, because they are
trying to assist the farmers who are in a ser-
ious position. The minority report sub-
mitted by Mr. Far-roll is interesting. I have
spoken to many farmers who, given any' -
thing like a decent price for their output,
will be in a favourable position, and I realise
what the future holds for them. In his
minority report Mr. Farrall said-

The evidence submitted to your comission
proves that wheat growing cannot be con-
tinued on present prices. This fact is fully
borne out in the majority report, and unless
some provision is made to ensure that wheat-
growers are recouped at least the cost of pro-
duction, a state of collapse mu~st assuredly
follow.

Mr. Wanshrough: What was the price of
wheat thenI

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It was, I think, Is.
~4d. Mr. Farrall continues-

The comnnunity generally must show a
readiness to sustain tbe industry on which
theytare so dependent. The exportable value
of last seas~n a crop is estimated to be worth
at least £4,500,000, and the value of this
monetary circulation amongst the banks, rail-
ways, merchants and workers clearly evi-
dences the benefit that is being derived from
the industry. 'The effect of the withdrawal
of such an amount through the collapse of the
industry should be obvious.

Hlon. P. Co~ler: Who says thaH

iMr. GRIFFITHS: Mfr. Farrall, in his
minority6 report.

Hon. P. Collier: That report ha- bee,,
tabled, and we do not want you to read it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Why do you not read
it yourself? I will read what I like.
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Hon. P. Collier: We have seen thle report
ourselves.

-Mr. GRIFFITHS: Too often reports are
tabled here, but are not studied by members.

Mr. Panton: You speak for yourself.
Hon. P. Collier; At any rate, we hare this

report before us now.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: I will read just what

I[like.
Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, with the permis-

sion of the Chair.
Hon. P. Collier: Take it as read!
Mr. GRIFFITHS: I have read through

the evidence taken by the Royal Commission
and I found that the member for Guildford-
Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson) stated that
the farmers had magnified the effect of the
Federal tariff and that it did not represent
such an important phase in the cost of pro-
duction as had been suggested.

Mr. Panton: He is a farmer and should
know something about it.

The Minister for Railways: He is a St.
George's-terrace farmer.

Mr. Paniton: He is a pretty good one.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: I will give the House

some interesting figures dealing with that
phase. A brake drum for a motor truck
was invoiced at a value of £23 Os. 7d. Cus-
toms duty on 936 lbs. at 2s. a lb. amounted
to £11. 12s. with 2s. Id. onl the casing. Prim-
age duty amounted to £C1 Os. 6d., and the
sales tax to £117 Is. plus 20 per cent.,
amounting to £3 1l6-. Id.

Hon. P. Collier: There shqould be a tax
on bores.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: On anl article pried
at £23 Os. 7d. the cost Nvas increased to .01L
5~s. 5'd. That. is oue little item. With re-
gardl to timber, building material, iron and
goods of that description, the tariff- imposts
are very heavy. I recently' arraniged with
a young fellow to cart siomec material to my
son's farm. He told mne that his truck, bar-
v'ester and spare parts wvere saddled with
sales tax that imposed an additional £40
or £50, which was a pretty bad knock for :i

young fellow starting out on life.
Hon. P. Collier: Rather discouraging.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: On imiplements there

lias been aul increased duty represeatin, ;
59,38 per cent, as between 1913 and 131.
On tools of trade. there has been an increase
of 77.73 per cent.;: on harness, an increaic
nf 42.3 per cent.;. on corn sacks, parts, etc.,
sit increase of 23. 72 per cent.

Eon. A. McCallum: Now you are telling
us; some secrets!

Air. GRIFFITHLS: On fertilisers there
was anl increase of 25 per cent., which the
Customs authorities, by manipulation in
some instances, have increased to 33 per
cent. Sheep dlip has increased by 25 -per
cent.

Hon. P. Collier: There should be other
dips provided here.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: in 1903, three harves -
ters could be bought for £1.83, but in 1931
oue han ester costs the farmer £200. Thero
is an absolute embargo so far as barbed
wire and other lines are concerned.

Hon. P. Collier: There she aid be another
embargo here, too.

MAr. GRIFFITH S: We know what has
happened regarding our trade with Fiji ais
a result of the imposition of tariffs. We were
carrying on a good trade wvtb that country,
but now it has been practically lost in its
entirety. In South Africa a statement was
made by a British manufacturer in NataL
that owing to the drastic legislation in Aus-
tralia that caused an embargo here, he had
suftered a loss of many thousands of pounds.
He had spent over £30,000 in installing
new machinery to deal wvith South African
wool instead of Australian wool. That has
been one effect of the tariff. Then again,
our trade with New Zealand has diminished
tb) an alarming extent. Another instance
that was brought under my notice wvas where
a man had applied for foreshore rights in
order to instal an engine in a small vessl.
He found that it would have involved hini
in a east of £1,100, so he went to Siuagapor-a
to inatal the engine there. The Government
should be able to lend great assistance re-
garding tariff matters, and give a hand to
those influential bodies in V7ictoria, and New
South Wales who are concerning themselves
with that object.

Mr. SPEAKER: Has this State anything
to do with the tariffI

11r. (iRIFFITHS: I wish particularly to
emphasise the fact that the tariff has an im-
portant hearing upon primary induttry here.

'Mr. Corboy: We have nothing to doe with
t he tariff.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Many bodies in the
Eastern States are endeavouring to bring
the Federal authorities to their senses.

Eon. P. Collier: Their senses!
Hon. A. McCallum: We should organise

here to bring- some people to their senses
too !
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Mr. GRIFFITHS5: The Government might
Ij3 able to aid the bodies in the Easterrn
States to secure an alteration of the tariff.

Hon. P. Collier: Give us your opinions
instead of reading those of others.

Mr. GRI1FFITHS: I bare not inenaorised
the list of bodies, ;~o I fear 1 must trespas,
on the time of the Leader of the Opposition.
The list I have includes tbc following-

Chamber of Automotive Industries, Gra-
ziers' Ass~cintion of Victoria, Graziers'
Association of Ei-erina, Housewives' Asso-
ciation, United Country Party, Women 's Sec-
tion of the United Country Party of Aus-
tralia, Australian Association of British
Manufacturers, TIporter Section of the MYel-
bourne Chamber -if Commerce, Town and
Country Union, Chamber of Agriculture Victorian Whcatgrowers' Corporation, Atenry,
George League, Sugar Consumers' Associa-
tion, Victorian Producers' C orporation, Mel-
bourne Cjrn Exchange, Australian Dental
Association, Victorian Cool Stores Associa-
tion, Victorian Fruit Council, 1Victorian Fruit
Marketing Association, Retail Tobacco Sell-
ers5 Association of Viet~ria.

In addition there are 22 other important
bodies. in New South Wales, Queensland
Western Australia, and Tasmania. It is
sufficient to show this House that the
Tariff Reform League is a power op-
erating in the East. If only we
would put the whole weight of our Par-
liament behind it, we might succeed in get-
tiug some tariff reform. I know a farmer
in a fairly big way who has been experi-
menting on his farm. Recently he imported
some blaek barley that he thought might do
well in his district. It is very discouraging
to a man like that, who is doing his best
to improve the crops and so improve the
country, to find that such hug.e expenses
are piled on to what he might import. Pur-
chased in New Zealand, his barley cost him
£12 5s. Then there was customs duty £1
19s. 5d., harbour trust charges 9s. 2d." in-
spection charges 3s. 4d., customs entry and
agency 10s. 6d. Altogether the charges
amounted to £9 7s., or nearly as much as
the original cost. I believe the Government
have been taking some steps towards bring-
ing about i-ecip-o,-al Empire trade. It
is important to us, because we have a veryi

good market in Oireat Britain. Things have
been moving- rapidly in England, with a
view to improving the relations between the
Homeland and the overseas lDominions. bant
in the past there has been a marked reluct-
ance on the part of the p -ople -it Home tn

recognise the claims of our own farmers.
Consequently no preference has been shown
to us, but an absolutely open market has
been maintained in England for the surplus
produrts of evei7 couuntry in the world, to
be dumped there to the prejudice of our
own products. However, things are now
shaping well in the Old Country, and so we
may soon be reaping an advantage. But
there must be reciprocal trade. W e cannot
expect the Old Country to do all the giving,
and so we must be prepared to mreet her
half-way. In conclusion, I repeat that I dc
not come here pleading any soft stuff. The
member for Yilgurn knows as well as T and
manny other members that something radi-
cal niust be dlone for the assistance of the
farmer, and there must be some measure of
security given to those deserving it before
there can be anything like a return to pros-
perity-tbe cnditioning of debkq and means
to carry on.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [9,331: It would
have been preferable if at this stage we
could have some assurance from one or
another of the 'Ministers and been taken
into the confidence of the Grovernment as
to the actual financial position. Conditions
have materially changed since the issue of
the Royal C~ommission's report. At that
time the prices of farmn products were very
low, but since then the price of wheat ha s
increased to 5)s. 6d. a bushel. I understand
the finding of the Commission was that
wheat should not be less than 3s-. a bushel
to) be profitable to the Parmner. I have been
pioneering, not only in Western Australia,
but also in Vi-toria, and I can say that some
farmers will never make a prof t, -while
others, practical men, cannot fail to prove
successful. At present many a farmer is in
financial difficulties through no fault of' his
own. After the wvar, during the peat period,
prices, of farm products 'were very high.
Many successful farmers entered upon a
Policy of expansion by making additions to
their farms, possibly with the intention of
providing for their cons. However, they
bought .land at peak prices, and shortly
:1 rtt-rwards the prices of farm oroducts; fcll-
Those men hod to pay a ver ' high rate cf
inre-t to the honk, and in ronseiv'nnee
,;,me of themi are now in financial straits.
It is to such farmers asi those that we shranld
'r've every possibl consideration. Our land
settlement conditions are alto"tbor too
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liberal. Many a man taking up iand has
not £20 to his credit, and a few yeanA later
he may be owing anything up to £5,000. We
have been altogether too liberal, and those
men have not made the bes3t use of lbs
money advanced to them. One mighit ask
what they have done with that money. The
Royal Comnmission recommended that 3r.
rangeinents should be made between tLe
debtors and the creditors. I take it that is
being done. Of course each case should
be considered on its merits. Another recom.-
mendation was that 5 per cent. of the gross
proceeds should be returned or worked out
pro rata over a number of years. I But what
can we do I Can we fund those debts over
a number of years I Even if wheat were at
6s. at bushel t o-morrow, many f armers could
not make good, because they are carrying
such huge overdrafts and other debks. When
prices are very low it is a nus-
take on tlie part of the mortgagee
lo repossess, because there is then no
market for the land; hut immediately
things inn prove there is a danger of the mort-
gagee foreclosing and leaving the farmer
to walk off the property with nothing at
all. It is those men who should have protoc-
tion. When a man deals privately with an-
other man, iiaturnlly ha will pay his debt
if he possibly can, and when he is not in
a position to pay it the Government will
have to come to his assistance- The Govern-
ianent have done a lot for the farmers.
They have passed the Farmers' Debts Ad-
justment Act, the Mortgagees' Restrictionr
Act, which has meant a great reduction in
interest, and now they have repealed the
land tax so far as it relates to farmers.
Could the Government have done more?
Have they the means at their disposal to do
more?

Mr. Sleeman: What do you think?
Mr. BROW: Well, as I have said1 I

should have liked the Premier or one of the
Ministers to give us some information.

Hon- P. Collier: They didn't have a
chance. You got up too quickly for any-
body else to rise.

Mr. BROWN: Cam 'lhe Government give
effect to any of these recommendations by
the Royal Commission?I

Mr. Panton: Do you not know what is
iii the minds of the Government you are
supporting?

My. BROWN: To a certain extent, yes.
This is one of the best agricultural Govern-

ments we have ever had in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr, Panton: Then why all this talk?
Mr. BROWN: Then we come to Agrieni-

tural Bank liens. The bank is repossessing
a lot of farms; in all, about 500.

The Minister for Lands: Is the bank re-
possessing them, or are the farmers aban -
doffing them?

Mr. BROWN: Well, the farmers are -un-
able to carry on.

The Minister for Lands: Can you say
that the bank is repossessing farms?

Mr. BROWN; Yes, I know it. The bank
has given some farmers 14 days in which
to pay their interest, otherwise the farns
"xill he repossessed.

Mr. Panton: And do you think it a good
agricultural Government that would give
such instructions to the bank V

M .r. BROWN: I know there are individ-
itl cases of hardship created by the Agri-
cultural Bank repossessing farms instead of
giving the farmers another chance. And it
is generally on properties that have been
purchased at a high figure from the Agri-
cultural Bank, farms that have been re-
possessed.

Mr. Sleeman: They are ats bad as the
mietropolitan landlords.

Mr. BROWN: Now we come to assistance
given to farmers in the way of super. and
bags. I think the Government ar doing
very well indeed.

Mr. Pauton: Doing magnificently I
Mr. BROWN: Yes, they are keeping a

lot of peole on sustenance.
lion. P. Collier: They are really a won-

derful Government!I
Mrt-. BROWNX: Yes. Certainly they have

their faults.
31r. Panton: Oh no!1
31r. BROWN: But I do not think their

faults are as numerous as those of the pre-
vious Government. If the Labour Party
were in power, would they be doing as much
for the farmersI

Hon- P. Collier: Oh no!
Mr. BROWN: The Commission recom-

mended that 5 per cent- of the gross farm
r-enuc received should he paid to the settler
for his own use and that the balance should
be paid into the fund. Has that been given
effect to? Can the Government give effect
to it?

Hon. P. Collier: You had better give
notice of those questionsz.
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Mr. BROWN: A bonus, of 41 -4d per
bushel is to be paid by the Federal Govern-
ment. Is that to be paid direct to the
farmer, and is it to be allowed for the
fiirmer's owvi, use or is it to be handed over
to a trustee?

The Minister for Railways: You cannot
ttell until it is paid.

Mr. BROWN: The Commission also re-
commended that a sum of £350,000 should
be provided to finance 2,000 settlers. Can
the Government give effect to that!

Mr. Sleeman: No.
Mr. BROWN: What does the member

for Fremantle know about it? These are
matters of vital interest to the men who are
producing the real wealth of the country.

Mr. Panton: You are not getting many
answers to your questions from the Govern-
ment.

Mr. BROWN: The Government desire
to have the views of members, and then they
will be in a position to put all the points
together and see whether something can be
done.

The Mtinister for Railways: They will be~
like a porcupine wvith all those points.

Mr. BROWN: The Commission also re-
comnmended that the wheat pool1 should be
the sole acquiring ag-ents. At present a good
many different people are handling the
farners' produce.

Mr. Penton: That is the trouble.
Mr. BROW'N: It mneanis that the cost of

handling is too great. If one firm were re-
sponsilel for the whole of the handling,
costs could he reduced and the producer
would be the gainer by the reduction.

Mr. Panton: That is logical.
Mr. BROWN: It is questionable, how-

ever, whether that is a matter on which the
Government could take action. It is 1)1.01)
ably a inatter for the farmers themselves.
who, by united action, could work to that
end. The Fremantle Harbour Trust charges
are too high. We have been told that the
Trust made a profit of about £200,000.

Mr. Panton: What did they do with it?
Mr. BROWN: I do not know.
The Minister for Railways: Gave it back

to the producers.
Mr. Panton: You are expecting- too

much from the Government.
'Mr. BROWN: The Commission recom-

mended that legislation should be passed to
give effect to their proposals. That is why
the memiber for Beverley 118$ tabled tht'
motion.

.Mr. Parton: No, he only asked the House
to consider the matter.

Mr. BROWN: In portions of Western
Australia, particularly in the South-West,
wheat is not grown and farmers depend
upon sheep-raising. A man has to hold a
fairly large area of land to run sheep, prob-
ably more than he would require for wheat
growing, and the Commission suggest that
Agricultural Bank rents and interest should
be suspended for two years. Can the Gov-
erment agree to that.'

'Mr. Sleeman: No.
Mr. BROWN: The Government should

consider it. The whole of the wheaL-grow-
ing countries of the world are feeling the
vffpcrts of the depression and efforts are
being made to devise means to relieve the
producers. I believe that prices will auto-
matically right themselves. When a certain
lie oif produce fails to be a paying proposi-
tion, many people abandon its production
and turn their attention to other things.
Consequently, there is a decrease of
produ-tion and the price rises. What
is causing the price of wheat to rise
at presentl Russia has not her usual
quantity available for export, and in:
Amkerivia the visible supply is falling short
of expectations. Speculators in Chicago
are beginning to operate again. Only re-
cently the price of wheat dropped 3d. or
4d. a busliel, but according to the news-
papers of yesterday and to-day, crops arn
not so good aiid there will not be the quani-
tity of wheat available to carry over. The
Commission recommended a sales tax on
flour.

Mr. Panton: That would cost the Gov-
erment too much for bread for sustenance.

'Mr. BROWN: A sales tax of £7 1N. at
ton could be imposed on flour.

Mr. Sleeman: Then we would want a
State flour mill.

-. r. BROWN: There would be no justi-
fication for that. The farmers would get
the benefit of a sales tax on flour, and it
culd not go into better hands. If the
farnner has money, he spends it and it cir-
culates throughout the country. I realise,
however, that a sales tax, to be satisfactory
should apply Australia-wide. Western Au's
tralia has only a small population but ba-'
a larg-e quantity of wheat for export, and
ponsequentl v a sales tax applying locally
would not be of very great benefit. The
Federal Opposition proposed a sales tax on
flour' hut the Federal Labour Party would
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not agree to it. The Commission referred to
railway freights. The freight on stock has
increased by 57 per -ent. A farmer whoi
sends sheep to market is getting as little
as 4s. and 5s. for them. When the freights
were increased, he was getting perhaps 30s.
for similar sheep, but the 51 per cent. in-
crease is retained eveii now when the price
of sheep is so low.

The Minister for Agriculture: That wiu
the increase on pme-war rates.

Mr. BROWN: Yes.
Mr. J. H. Smith: The price of sheep wvs

not so high in pre-war times.
Mr. BROWN: One member of the Com-

mission, Mr. Farrall. presented a mninorit-
report. He recommended a compulsory
wheat pool. It is a question requiring seri-
nus consideration whether a compulsory
wheat pool would be in the best interests-
of the country.

Thie Minister for Lands: We had a Pomn-
puilsory wheat pool.

Mr. BROWN: Never.
The Minister for Lands: Ye, we did, and

you know it.
Mr. BROWN: During thc war we did,

but war-time conditions were different from
those obtaining at present. Emergency
measures had to be passed at that time.' Mr.
Farrell also recommended that the price of
wheat be fixed for home consumption. That
would involve the imposing of a sales. tax.
He also recommended legislation to levy a
general tax to -raise sufficient money to re-
coup the rower at least the difference be-
tween the market price and the direct cos't
of production, estimated at 3s. a bushel.
Since then the scene has changed. Wheat
is worth approximately 3s. 6d. on a 4d.
f reight.

Hon. A. McCallum: No, it is not.
Mr. BROWN: I think it is.
The Minister for Lands: No, 2s. 10d.
Mr. Panton:- He is only 2d. out.
Mr. Withers: But 2d. on millions of

bushels means a lot.
Mr. BROWN: If a farmer gets s. or 4s.

a bushel for his wheat, no doubt he -will be
able to decrease his liabilities. Will he be
able to obtain further credit? If be acts
honestly by the Government, the bankers
and the merehants, I have no doubt that they
will show their faith in him and will grant
him further credit.

The Minister for Lands: Grant him fur-
ther credit!

Mr. BROWN: If a man owes a certan
amount of money, he has to live, and if he
pays off portion of his liabilities, he Dmay
be worse off than he is to-day.

Mr. Pan ton: The Government are not
as good as you thought they were.

Mr. BROWN: Still, we have to remember
that managers of big concerns are merely
paid servants and that the shoreholders are
asking for some return on their investment.
That cannot be overlooked. The sharehold-
ers are only asking for what is due to them.
It may be necessary to introduce legislation
to deal with the matter, The Farmers'
Debts Adjustment Act has accomplished
some good. When it was introduced we were
afraid it would not prove effective, but it
has turned out better than was expected.
The Mortgagees' Rights Restriction Act is
also benefiting many people apart from thc
farmers. It is not the farmer alone ;vho is
in difficulties. People all over the country
are experiencing trouble.

Mr. Withers: What do you suggest to
assist the others?

Mr. BROWN: The Government are assist-
ing the workers who are unemployed by
granting over £600,000 a year for susten-
ance. We, as custodians of the public purse,
have to consider how we are going to raise
that money. Can we continue to grant that
relief without imposing additional taxation?

Mr. Panton: When do you have your next
party meeting?

M1r. BROWN: I want to know whether
the country can stand increased taxation-
The only way of saving the country is to
keep the farmers on the land, and when
they are made prosperous, the whole com-
munity will he prosperous.

M)i. Withers: That will be a continuous
process.

Mr. Panton: If you force the Government
to do that, you will get a backing from the
crams-benches.

M1r. BROWN: I was struck with the ex-
tracts from the South Australian Act quoted
by the member for Katanning. That Act
is more drastic than ours. Under it a man
may not repossess farming machinery.

The Minister for Lands: Then you know
very little about the Act.

Mr. BROWN: We are told that machinery
is being repossessed. What did the member
for Narrogin say the other night?

Ron. 1P. Collier: What did he say?

5325



5326 (ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. BROWN: The report of the Roy3a.
Commission did not give the greatest satis-
taction to the producers. At their confer-
once a special committee wa, appointed i'
go into the pros and cons of the report.
The farmers would have liked it be more
drastic. The Wheatgrowers' Union does not
approve of it. Most of the farmers are
asking for more consideration than is re-
commended by the Royal Commission.

Mr. Coverley: you ought to join the
Wheatgrower&' Union. They would assist
%,ou.

Mr. BROWN: We are told that the only'
way to protect those farmers who are in-
volved is by means of a moratorium.

The Minister for Lands: I thought you
were advocating more credit. Now you arc
advocating a moratorium.

Mr. BROWN: I am telling the Minister
wvhat some people say.

Mr. Panton: He is telling us wvhat tie
man in the street says.

Mr. BROWN: That is not the man in
thie street.

Mr. Pan ton: Who told you'Y
All. BRtOWN: it might have been the

Wheatgrowers' Union.
The Minister for Lands: You can speak

with authority over there for the Wheat-
growers, Union.

MAr. Penton: We have more wheatgrow-
4.1rs here titan you have over there.

Mr. BROWN: I know the disabilities,
the difficulties mnd the privations suffered
by the man on the land. He went there to)
make a home for himself and his family, and
become an asset to the State. There must
he some writing down in the case of thost
men who are involved. They cannot succeed
while the load of debt remains upon their
sh',ulders. '[he average price of wheat can-
not exceed 4@. a bushel, and in the ease of
those who are in debt this price will not
pay. There are some farmers, who are not
in debt, who could make wheatgrowing pay
ut 2s. Od. a bushel, but the involved mani
could not make it pay at 4s. a bushel.

Mr. Wansbrough: You would treat them
all alike.

Mr. BROWN: If a property is abaji-
itoned, the Agricultural Bank or one of the
a.;zociated bank;, as the case may be, callsi
for tenders. It may be that £4,000 is tihe
value of property and £C2,000 only is offerer'

Mr. Doncy: Who pays the balance?

Mr. BROWN: The taxpayers. Why
bhould uot the original owner have the pro-
perty written down by £2,000, to enable hiu.
t have a fresh start, instead of the nei% -

evomet getting all the benefit of the work he
lhas done? The man who loses his property
probably ends up on the dole. Farming 2u

iles from a railway will not pay. Then±
are some people who are 50 miles away
from a railway.

. -Coverley: They were enticed out there.
Mr. DROWN: Not by the present Gov-

erinment. The previous Government did
that bY promiising a railway.

B-on. 1'. Collier: They did not.
Mr. WVithiers: At all events they went

rthe promised land.
Ailr. BROWN: What chance is there of

the Gf overnment building- a railway?
Mr. lPanton: Have not the present Gov-

erniment carried out the promises of the
l~revious Government-'

MIr. BROWN: They had to carry on witot
what the prviu Government did in this
respect.

l-ion. A. McCallumn: The Premier said he
was going to build every line tuthorised by
Parliament.

The Minister for Land&: He did not say
when.

H-on. P. Collier: He was only speakiniz
for the life of the present Parliament, not
for all eternity.

Mr. BROWN: Conditions have changed.
When the Labour Government went out of
office wheat was 4q. Old. a bushel, but that
did not leave a penny in the Treasury for
the incoming Government.

Mr. Panton: If wheat was 4 s. 9s. then,
wvhy did you not keep the Labour Govern-
inent in office in order to sustain the price
of wheat 9

Mr. BROWN: We know the price
dropped.

Ron. P. Collier: Because we went out of
office.

Mr. BROWN: We have to export our sur-
plus and sell it at the world's price.

Hon. A. McCallum: The whole country
collapsed as soon as we went out.

Mfr. 13ROWN: Things would have been
worse if the hon. member's Government
had remained in office. I think they are
thanking their lucky stars 'hey are not in
power.

Hon. A. MecCaiium: We have no lucky
stars.
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Mr. 141110 WYN: With regard to farming
20 miles fraom a railw-ay, this is one direc-
tion in whi.!h the Government will fulfil
their promists.

Hon. P-. Collier: How do you know)
Mr. BROWN: I know that in the ease of

those farmers who are on salty country, far
removed from a railway, everything pos-
sible will be done for them. There is no
doubt Western Australia will overcome its
difficulties.

Hon. A. McCallumn: Your remarks will
send lip the price of wheat.

Mr. BROWN: Western Australia will
pull through.

Mr. Pantom: In spite of the Country
Party.

Mr. BROWN: Yes. Times have changed
a little, seeing that prices arc better to-day
than they were a few weeks ago. Never-
theless, many farmers have huge debts to
pay. Their creditors are looking for some
of the proceeds of the harvest, and I have
no doubt that large numbers; of farme-rs
will be in a worse position nest year that
they are in to-day. T know we cannot ho--
row money jiust now, and that any m oney
we do get is either earmarked or spent.
What money we can get is to be put into
work that will absorb the unemployed. Tt
is an absolute necessity that we get our
citizens back to work. As long as so many
are out of emnployment, the country cannot
be prosperous.

Hon. P. Collier: How are you going to
get the people hack to work 9

Mr. BROWN: That is the point. Mem-
bers opposite cannot suggest anything.

Hon. P. Collier: We did not go around
the country as you did, saying what you
were going to do. and bow you were going
to do it-fooling and misleading the people.

Mir. BRO WN-\: we did not do that. Surely
there is siufficient intelligence in this Hfouse
to suggest a plan that will bring Western
Australia out of its slough of despond.

Hon. P. Collier: Rut you said you bad a
plan.

Mr. BROWN: We are -vorlcin!- on the
plan evolved at the Premiers' Conference.
South Australia has passed through more
troublesome times than we have. South
Australia has had four suiccessive years of
drought.

Members: Six years.
Mr. BROWN: Not of coninlote drought.

hro-ever, on most of the wheat lainds of

South Australia nothing could be grwn
The South Australian people were helped
by their Government.

Hon. A. MUcCall~hm: A Labour Govern-
ment.

Mr. BROWN: We must keep our farmers
on the land. While they are producing
somiething there, they are an asset to the
country. Our gold industry is reviving, but
we depend almost eatirely upon the pastoral
and agricultural industries to keep the
State g-oing. I acknowledge that the gold
industry is playing an important part. Let
us hope the 30 per cent, rate of exchange
wvill be maintained.

Hon. P. Collier: It was down to 20 per
cent. yesterday.

Mr. BR1OWNY: Even that is a fair thing.
The Western Atistralian primary producer
wvill beneft by the rate of exchange, thoug-h
it is a disadvantage to the Government. As
Western Australia is exporting a great deal
mnore than she is importing, the rate of ex-
rhamige is of the utmost importance. I can
comne to no other conclusion. that that this
debate, if it does not do much good, wvill do
no harm. It will give members an oppor-
tunit 'y to exp~ress their views aind to evolve
sionic scheme even better than the Royal
Commission's recommendations.

Thle Minister for Railways : Notwith-
standing all the evidence the Royal Corn-
missioners heard, they were not unanimous.

Mr. BROWN:- Only one Commissioner
dis~eated, and he was slightly more drastic
than the other.-. The evidence given came
fromn somen of the most practical mcii in all
wvalks of life.

Hon. P. Collier: What has been the re-
sult? It is months, since the Royal Corn.
iss.;ion reported.

Mr. BROWN: That question is being
asked now in Parliament.

Hon. P. Collier: Months after the report
was furnished, and within H week of the,
closing of the session I

Mr. BROWN: Yes; but all these thing--
which I have mentioned have proved oP!
great benefit to the producers. What tlie
Government have done is now made known
to the world. With the means at their dis-
posal, they have done some good. Have
they the finances to do anything more, and
to do it withqut additional heavy taxation?
T should have liked the Premier or another
M1inister to speak earlier in the .ebate, so

ais to enable us to judge on that point. I
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s-incerely hlope that thle Gov-ernmuent will do
their utmost, IaZ far aS their mleanls allow, UtO
gyive effect to thle Royal Commission's re-
Coll lnenldations.

On mnotion yv 'Mr. Doney, debate adl-
journed.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.

1. Dividend Duties Act Amendment.

2. Stump111 Ad Anhiei ie It (No. 4).
With amendmenits.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT

(No. 3).

Second Readingq.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [10.18]:
I welcome the provision ini this Bill to en-
able taxpayers in future to pay their income
tax by- monthly or other periodical instal-
ments. This, I consider, will he of great
advantage to taxpayers, especially in these
times, when it is so difficult to find money
to meet one's obligations in that direction.
I do not, however, support the second pro-
posal of tile Bill, enabling the Commisi-
sioner of Taxation to instruct an employer
to deduct from the wages or salary of the
employee thle amount that may he owing for
income tax.

The Premier: I wvill agree to the deletion
of that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that provision is
to be deleted, I have nothing further to say.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In1 Committee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Premnier in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-ag-reed to.

Clause 2-Amendment of Section 55:

The PREMIER: I move an amendment-

That Subelaquse 5 be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
-as amended, igreed to.

Clause 3, Title-ageed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier, so much of
the Standing Orders were suspended to en-
able the Bill to pass thronuli, its remaining
stages, at this sitting.,

Remaining Stags .

Report of Committee adopted.

Bill read a third time and tran-smitted to
the Council.

House adjoziraed ait 10.26 p.m.

Theisativc Counili,

Thursday, 19th November, 1932.

papers:- Irwin coat deposits............... .
State forests, revocation, ..........

13l1s: Swanbotirne Reserve, it:, passed
land Act Amendment (No. 2), 2R......
land and Income Tax Assessment Act Amend.

meat (No. 3) lIt...........
Eljectorall Act Amenidment, Assembly's amend-

ment
Industries Assisance Act Cotnac N.2],

Forests Act Amendment (xc.O 2),-211
Dividend Ditties Act Amendment, Assembly's

Mlessage
Stamp Act Amendment, Assembly's Messsge..
Electric Ugbtlns7 Act Amendment, 2Re. ..
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6328
5329
5329
5329

5335

6336

553.5
6339

5340
5340
6340

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4 .30 pum., and read 1 ,rayers.

PAPERS-IRWIN COAL DEPOSITS.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hr-n. C. F.
Baxter-East) [4.32] : At the request of
Mr. Hall, I desire to lay on the Tahie the
ptaperN reltfive to the Irwin. coal deposits.
T mnore--

That these papers do lie upon the Table of
the House.

YQetioni put and passedl.
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